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Introduction

Welcome to the 3rd International Workshop on Rumours and Deception in Social Media (RDSM) co-
located with the 28th International Conference on Computational Linguistic (COLING 2020), 13th
December, 2020.

Abstract

The 3rd edition of the RDSM workshop particularly focuses on online information disorder and its
interplay with public opinion formation.

Social media is a valuable resource for mining all kind of information varying from opinions to factual
information. However, social media houses issues that are serious threats to the society. Online
information disorder and its power on shaping public opinion lead the category of those issues. Among
the known aspects are the spread of false rumours, fake news or even social attacks such as hate speech
or other forms of harmful social posts. In this workshop the aim is to bring together researchers
and practitioners interested in social media mining and analysis to deal with the emerging issues of
information disorder and manipulation of public opinion. The focus of the workshop is on themes such
as the detection of fake news, verification of rumours and the understanding of their impact on public
opinion. Furthermore, we put a great emphasis on the usefulness and trust aspects of automated solutions
tackling the aforementioned themes.

Theme and Topics

The workshop brings together researchers and practitioners interested in social media mining and
analysis to deal with the emerging issues of veracity assessment, fake news detection and manipulation
of public opinion. The workshop put also emphasis on qualitative studies performing user studies on the
challenges encountered with the use of social media, such as the veracity of information and fake news
detection, as well new data sets. Finally, the workshop welcome studies reporting the usefulness and
trust of social media tools tackling the aforementioned problems.

We received 17 submissions, and due to a rigorous review process, we rejected 10. All accepted papers
are oral presentations.
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