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Preface

Assalamu 3alaykum, e-greetings! Welcome to The Fifth Arabic Natural Language Processing Workshop
(WANLP 2020) held jointly with COLING 2020 online.

This workshop aims at providing opportunities for researchers and engineers working on Arabic NLP to
share and discuss their ongoing work. Similar to COLING 2020, we will not be traveling to Barcelona,
Spain to attend the workshop. The location for this year is different than in the past; WANLP 2020
would be hosted online, a shift due to the unprecedented challenges caused by the COVID-19 virus.
We want this workshop to offer a sign of inclusion for everyone around the globe to come share their
knowledge and learn from each other, in a safe and welcoming environment. We will be attending online
from anywhere in the world, including my living room. This is our first time having WANLP as a virtual
workshop. This workshop is the fifth in a series, following the First workshop on Arabic NLP held at
EMNLP 2014 in Doha, Qatar; the Second workshop on Arabic NLP held at ACL 2015 in Beijing, China;
the Third workshop on Arabic NLP held at EACL 2017 in Valencia, Spain; and the Fourth workshop on
Arabic NLP held at ACL 2019 in Florence, Italy.

We received 44 main workshop submissions, out of which 20 were accepted. Papers submitted to the
main workshop were reviewed by at least three reviewers. This workshop also includes a shared task on
Nuanced Arabic Dialect (NADI). NADI is the first shared task to target naturally-occurring fine-grained
dialectal text at the sub-country level, as opposed to previous shared tasks that focused on regional level
dialect labeling. The shared task is a success with 18 teams participating. The shared task system
descriptions papers were reviewed by two reviewers each. They are included in the proceedings and
will be presented during the workshop. A long paper describing the shared task is accepted as part of
the main workshop. The selection process was competitive and we believe it resulted in a balanced
and diverse program that is appealing to the audience. We observed a high quality of contributions that
resulted in an acceptance rate of 45% in the main workshop. The higher number of submissions to the
main workshop relative to previous instances and the success of the shared task are strong indicators that
provide compelling evidence for the continued need for a dedicated Arabic NLP workshop.

We would like to thank everyone who submitted a paper to the workshop. We would also like to express
our gratitude to the members of the Program Committee, who worked very hard to provide reviews
supporting a tight schedule. Organizing WANLP 2020 is a team effort.

Imed Zitouni, General Chair, on behalf of the workshop organizers.

Website of the workshop: http://wanlp2020.arabic-nlp.net/
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