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Preface

The First Workshop on Ancient Language Processing (ALP-2023) is co-located with the fourteenth
edition of Recent Advance in Natural Language Processing (RANLP) in Varna, Bulgaria on 8 September,
2023.

Ancient languages function as stores of the historical and cultural legacy of humanity. In recent years,
significant advancements have been made through the utilization of language technologies in the analysis
and interpretation of archaic languages. The purpose of the workshop is to establish a reputable platform
for both scholars and practitioners, facilitating the exchange of their most recent research findings and
fostering meaningful discussions.

The workshop has received thirty-six submissions covering a wide variety of ancient languages, including
Ancient Chinese, Ancient Tibetan, Ancient Greek, Latin, Etruscan, Akkadian, Sumerian, Ancient Syriac,
Ancient Hebrew, Basquenglish, Classical Arabic, Meroitic, Middle High German, Pali, and Sanskrit.
Among these, Latin, Greek, ancient Chinese, and Sumerian are prominently featured. Within the realm of
natural language processing, this collection of papers employs techniques that encompass a diverse range
of methodologies, spanning from qualitative analyses and corpus construction strategies to sophisticated
machine learning algorithms.

We have accepted sixteen papers for oral presentations and nine for poster presentations. The topics of
the accepted submissions include: morphological analysis, POS-tagging and lemmatization, parsing,
evaluation of LLMs, text annotation, corpus construction, distributional semantic models, emotion
recognition, machine translation, corrupted text correction, hand-written text recognition, intertextual
identification, stylistic analysis, named entity recognition, input method, and NLP pipeline systems. The
quality resonating through these submissions is genuinely commendable, highlighting the excellence that
characterizes the content of this workshop.

The field of ancient language processing is witnessing an expanding research community, driven by the
increasing availability of ancient language resources and the growing interest of scholars with machine
learning expertise in this domain. The strong turnout in the inaugural year of the ALP workshop serves
as a testament to this trend. Hence, we are confident that this event will continue to thrive, fostering
an environment for dynamic discussions and interdisciplinary collaborations in both the research and
applications of this domain.

We extend our gratitude to the members of the Program Committee for their exhaustive reviews,
including the acceptance of additional reviews. We are also appreciative of the RANLP conference
chairs, whose tremendous and timely assistance proved invaluable. Last but not the least, we would like
to extend our thanks to the student voluteers: Bolin Chang, Zhixiao Zhao, Yutong Zhang, Yixuan Zhang,
Kaixin Yin, Feng Xie, and Zhixing Xu.

The ALP-2023 Organizers

Adam Anderson, UC Berkeley, USA
Shai Gordin, Ariel University, Israel
Stav Klein, Tel Aviv University, Israel
Bin Li, Nanjing Normal University, China
Yudong Liu, Western Washington University, USA
Marco C. Passarotti, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Italy
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