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Introduction

Welcome to the fifth edition of the NLLP (Natural Legal Language Processing) Workshop, co-located
with the 2023 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing.
Different industrial sectors have embraced natural language processing (NLP) technologies, which have
altered services and products in healthcare, finance, education among others. The legal domain, in parti-
cular, stands as a promising frontier for the exploration of interesting research problems. Electronic tools
have become increasingly integral in the practice of law, with their usage projected to undergo exponen-
tial growth. By its very nature, the practice of law necessarily involves the analysis and interpretation of
language. The potential for NLP applications to provide benefit to practitioners of law and consumers of
legal services around the world is enormous.
We organized this workshop to bring together researchers, practitioners, policy makers from around the
world who develop NLP techniques within the legal domain. This is an exciting opportunity to expand
the boundaries of our field by identifying new problems and exploring new data as it interacts with the
full inventory of NLP and machine learning approaches. In this spirit, the Organizing and Program
Committee was assembled to include researchers from both academia and industry, from NLP and legal
backgrounds.
We were interested in the following types of papers: (1) applications of NLP methods to legal tasks;
(2) experimental results using and adapting NLP methods in legal documents; (3) descriptions of new
legal tasks for NLP; (4) creation of curated and/or annotated resources; (5) descriptions of systems which
use NLP technologies for legal text; (6) industrial research in this area and (7) interdisciplinary position
papers.
We again received a record number of submissions. In total, we received of 64 submissions on our direct
submission website, out of which we accepted 32 for an overall acceptance rate of 50%. Out of the 32
accepted papers, 22 are long and 10 are short. The accepted papers include 6 original papers submitted
as non-archival, in order to accommodate publication of the work at a later date in a conference or
journal. All papers were reviewed by at least 3 members of the Program Committee, one of which usually
includinglegal scholar. In addition, we also offered a venue for presentation for 10 papers accepted to the
Findings of EMNLP 2023 on the above topics. All 42 papers were invited to have an oral presentation,
either in-person or remote, as well as the option to present a poster in the lunch poster session.
The papers cover a wide range of topics including new data sets for legal NLP, position papers on open le-
gal NLP issues, legal perspectives on NLP topics, as well as applications of NLP tasks to legal documents
including retrieval, information extraction, legal judgement prediction and statutory reasoning. A num-
ber of papers also explore the use of Large Language Models (LLMs) in the legal domain spanning from
fundamental questions to usage methods and applications such as prompting strategies, chain-of-thought
applications in retrieval tasks or e-discovery. Finally, we note the diversity of legal domains/languages
with papers working in French, Hebrew, Italian, Korean or resources covering up to 24 languages.
We thank our invited speaker Jerrold Soh, Assistant Professor at the Yong Pung How School of Law and
Deputy Director of the Centre of Computational Law at Singapore Management University for accepting
our invitation. In the tradition of past NLLP workshops, the invited speaker is a legal scholar with an
interest in empirical methods for legal analysis including NLP methods. He will be giving a talk entitled
NLP in the Legal Worldwhich aims to identify the unique role that NLP can play in furthering our
understanding of law and facilitating practical access to justice.
We thank everyone who expressed interest in the workshop, all authors of submitted papers, members
of the Program Committee who did an excellent job at reviewing papers given a short turnaround time,
everyone attending the workshop and the EMNLP 2023 conference for hosting us and the workshop. We
thank our sponsors – Bloomberg and the European Research Council Starting Grant project HUMANads
– for their contributions.
The NLLP Workshop organizers.
http://nllpw.org
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Keynote Talk: NLP in the Legal World
Jerrold Soh

Yong Pung How School of Law, Singapore Management University, Singapore

Abstract: This talk situates the rising field of NLLP in the context of legal scholarship and practice.
It will examine how the field relates to existing inquiries in computational law, AI and Law, and com-
putational/empirical legal studies. Similarities, differences, and opportunities for cross-fertilization and
inter-field discourse will be identified along four dimensions: questions generally asked, techniques ge-
nerally used, publications generally produced, and the people generally involved. By elucidating links
and bridges between NLLP and adjacent legal fields, the talk aims to identify the unique role that NLLP
can play, and indeed has already been playing, in furthering our understanding of law and facilitating
practical access to justice.

Bio: Jerrold Soh is an Assistant Professor at the Yong Pung How School of Law, Singapore Management
University and the Deputy Director of its Centre for Computational Law. His research revolves around
how emerging technologies, especially artificial intelligence, should be regulated by and also used in
the legal system. He has published both doctrinal work on AI and automated vehicles liability as well as
scientific work developing machine learning and network models for legal use cases. He holds degrees in
Law and Economics from the National University of Singapore and an LLM from Harvard Law School.
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