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Abstract

The NLP community has recently witnessed
the success of Large Language Models (LLMs)
across various Natural Language Processing
(NLP) tasks. However, the potential of LLMs
for word-level auto-completion in a multilin-
gual context has not been thoroughly explored
yet. To address this gap and benchmark the
performance of LLMs, we propose an LLM-
based system for the WMT23 Word-Level
Auto-Completion (WLAC) task. Our system
utilizes ChatGPT to represent LLMs and evalu-
ates its performance in three translation direc-
tions: Chinese-English, German-English, and
English-German. We also study the task under
zero-shot and few-shot settings to assess the
potential benefits of incorporating exemplars
from the training set in guiding the LLM to
perform the task. The results of our experi-
ments show that, on average, our system attains
a 29.8% accuracy on the test set. Further anal-
yses reveal that LLMs struggle with WLAC
in the zero-shot setting, but performance sig-
nificantly improves with the help of additional
exemplars, though some common errors still
appear frequently. These findings have impor-
tant implications for incorporating LLMs into
computer-aided translation systems, as they
can potentially enhance the quality of trans-
lations. Our codes for evaluation are available
at https://github.com/ethanyiwu/WLAC.

1 Introduction

Recent advancements in machine translation, es-
pecially due to the development of transformers
and pre-trained language models, have been signif-
icant (Kong and Fan, 2021; Sun et al., 2023; Mo-
hammadshahi et al., 2022). These methods have
yielded impressive results in traditional sentence-
level translation tasks (Bahdanau et al., 2015).
However, challenges still exist that hinder the
further progress of Computer-Aided Translation
(CAT) (Esplà-Gomis et al., 2022) systems. Among
various components that constitute CAT, Word-
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Figure 1: Illustration of the WLAC task for translating
from Chinese to English, including various components
involved in the translation process. The inputs consist
of the source sentence x, the left context in the target
sentence cl, the right context in the target sentence cr,
and the pre-typed character sequence of the word to be
predicted s. The task aims to predict the target output
word w accurately.

level AutoCompletion (WLAC) stands out as a core
function (Li et al., 2021; Casacuberta et al., 2022).
As shown in Figure 1, WLAC aims to suggest
the correct word translation in the target language
based on a sequence of human-typed characters
and bidirectional context.

While this task might seem straightforward for
seasoned human translators, existing deep-learning
approaches struggle to handle it effectively. This
can be attributed to the fact that performant transla-
tion methods, which rely on pre-trained language
models, cannot effectively interpret the typed se-
quence of characters as they are pre-trained at the
token level. Other related studies have either only
considered the source contextualization (Huang
et al., 2015) or have been unable to handle mul-
tilingual translations effectively (Huang et al.,
2018). Previous works have demonstrated that
transformer-based frameworks, when trained with
carefully designed masking or context transforma-
tion strategies, can efficiently tackle this task (Yang
et al., 2022a,b; Navarro et al., 2022). Yet, these
frameworks require extensive training, and their

https://github.com/ethanyiwu/WLAC
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ability to transfer across different languages re-
mains questionable.

With the recent progress made by Large Lan-
guage Models (LLMs), such as ChatGPT (OpenAI,
2022), researchers have conducted extensive stud-
ies regarding their performances on various NLP
tasks (Laskar et al., 2023; Liu et al., 2023; Li et al.,
2023a; Yu et al., 2023). These LLMs possess ad-
vantages, such as ease of deployment and robust
multilingual reasoning ability, making them partic-
ularly suitable for tasks like WLAC. However, a
detailed study of LLMs’ application in this context
is lacking, and the systematic use of LLMs to as-
sist CAT, especially in performing WLAC, remains
unexplored.

This paper addresses these gaps by introducing a
system that employs LLMs, specifically ChatGPT,
for the WLAC task. ChatGPT has been chosen
for its exceptional performance in general natural
language tasks, negating the need for deploying
or fine-tuning other models. Our approach uses a
prompt-engineering-based method to convert all
WLAC task inputs into comprehensible natural
language sentences. Following this, we synthe-
size exemplars from the existing training set to
facilitate in-context learning with ChatGPT (Wei
et al., 2022b). The generations are subsequently
parsed using carefully crafted rules to yield the fi-
nal “predictions” from ChatGPT (Section 3). We
then conduct comprehensive experiments using our
system, covering scenarios from zero-shot to five-
shots. Our experimental results indicate that our
system achieves an average accuracy of 29.8% on
the testing set. Through error analysis and case
studies, we found that LLMs face challenges with
WLAC in the zero-shot setting and identified four
common types of mistakes that can be particularly
addressed in the future. However, ChatGPT’s per-
formance significantly improves when provided
with additional exemplars, highlighting the crucial
role of in-context learning in tackling WLAC for
LLMs (Section 4). We will make all codes publicly
available upon acceptance of this paper.

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Task Definition

Formally, the objective of the WLAC task (Li et al.,
2021) is to predict the target word w using three
parts of inputs, which are denoted as the source
sequence x, the human-typed characters s, and the
translation context c, where c = (cl, cr). The trans-

Training Validation Test

zh-en 39,473 29,051 16,386
de-en 40,000 29,596 14,564
en-de 40,000 29,895 14,539

Table 1: Statistics regarding the number of data across
three translation languages in each split.

lation context consists of left context cl and right
context cr, where cl is a sub-sequence of the trans-
lated context on the left side of s, and cr is a sub-
sequence of the translated context on the right side
of s. A running example is shown in Figure 1.

Specifically, a notable challenge in training a
masked language model for the WLAC task is the
incomplete nature of the left and right contexts.
These contexts may not necessarily constitute com-
plete sentences; they can consist of partial words
or even be empty. As a result, the context c and
the typed sequence s do not necessarily provide
a fully translated result of the source sequence.
Moreover, the training data for this task does not in-
clude the complete translated result as a reference.
This lack of complete supervision further compli-
cates the establishment of robust training signals
for masked language modeling (Li et al., 2023b),
especially when compared to traditional translation
tasks (Navarro et al., 2022).

2.2 Large Language Models

The emergence of large language models (LLMs)
has recently gained the spotlight in the NLP com-
munity. GPT3.5 (Brown et al., 2020; Ouyang
et al., 2022), ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2022), and
LLaMA (Touvron et al., 2023) are some of the
notable LLMs that have been well-developed, each
boasting an exceptionally vast number of parame-
ters. These LLMs are trained on massive corpora
using advanced techniques, such as instruction tun-
ing (Wei et al., 2022a) and reinforcement learning
from human feedback (Christiano et al., 2017), on
large computational infrastructures. As a result, re-
cent studies have shown that LLMs excel at various
downstream tasks, including causal reasoning and
grounding (Chan et al., 2023; Wang et al., 2023c;
Ou et al., 2023), commonsense reasoning (Fang
et al., 2023, 2021b,a; Bian et al., 2023; Wang et al.,
2023b), question-answering (Wang et al., 2023a;
Qin et al., 2023), translation (Peng et al., 2023;
Lu et al., 2023), and data mining tasks (Jin et al.,
2023a,b,c). Since the WLAC task demands sub-
stantial reasoning and generation capabilities that
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𝒙: 各国在帮助脆弱群
体方面也取得了一定
成功。
𝒄𝒍: have
𝒄𝒓 : reaching groups in
𝒔: s
𝒘: [UNKONWN]

src: xxx
lc: xxx
rc: xxx
ts: xxx

src: xxx
lc: xxx
rc: xxx
ts: xxx

𝒙: 这些服务现在已可
用于以往由于其地理
位置、地势、天气
或人口因素而被认
为无法利用的地区。
𝒄𝒍: These services
𝒄𝒓 :location, terrain, 
weather or 
demography.
𝒔: c
𝒘: considered

Translate this Chinese sentence to English by 
replacing [MASK] with only one word, one 
punctuation or nothing.
Source: 这些服务现在已可用于以往由于
其地理位置、地势、天气或人口因素而
被认为无法利用的地区。
Target: These services [MASK] location, 
terrain, weather or demography.
Answer prefix: c
Answer: considered
Translate this Chinese to English by replacing 
[MASK] with only one word, one punctuation 
or nothing. 
Source: 现在越来越多的备灾活动在区域
一级进行。
Target: [MASK] basis
Answer prefix: regiona
Answer: regional
…
Translate this Chinese to English by replacing 
[MASK] with only one word, one punctuation 
or nothing. 
Source: 各国在帮助脆弱群体方面也取得
了一定成功。
Target: have [MASK] reaching groups in
Answer prefix: s
Answer: 

sampled 𝑛 examples 𝒆

…

successful

prediction Input 𝒊

prompt input  𝒑𝒓𝒐𝒎𝒑𝒕𝒆(𝒊) prompt input  𝒑𝒓𝒐𝒎𝒑𝒕𝒆(𝒊) and output 𝒚

1. Exem
plar 

Construction

Choose 1

Translate this Chinese sentence to English by 
replacing [MASK] with only one word, one 
punctuation or nothing.
Source: 这些服务现在已可用于以往由于
其地理位置、地势、天气或人口因素而
被认为无法利用的地区。
Target: These services [MASK] location, 
terrain, weather or demography.
Answer prefix: c
Answer: considered
Translate this Chinese to English by replacing 
[MASK] with only one word, one punctuation 
or nothing. 
Source: 现在越来越多的备灾活动在区域
一级进行。
Target: [MASK] basis
Answer prefix: regiona
Answer: regional
…
Translate this Chinese to English by replacing 
[MASK] with only one word, one punctuation 
or nothing. 
Source: 各国在帮助脆弱群体方面也取得
了一定成功。
Target: have [MASK] reaching groups in
Answer prefix: s
Answer: 
Answer: been successful in

Final Prediction

3. Generation Parsing

2. Prompt 
Design

ChatGPT

Figure 2: An overview of our framework when dealing with WLAC in translating from Chinese to English (zh-en).
The input sentences (marked in blue) are concatenated with pre-constructed exemplars (marked in gray) to form
a unified prompt. A large language model (ChatGPT) is then deployed to generate the response (marked in red),
which is subsequently parsed to obtain the final prediction y.

rely on bidirectional contexts to accurately predict
the target word, LLMs make for an ideal choice
to perform WLAC due to their exceptional natu-
ral language understanding abilities and ease of
deployment.

2.3 Dataset

We use the dataset provided by (Casacuberta et al.,
2022) as our primary evaluation benchmark. We
select three translation language pairs from the
dataset: Chinese to English (zh-en), German to
English (de-en), and English to German (en-de).
To maintain consistency, we follow the trn/dev/test
split released in the original dataset. Detailed statis-
tics on the number of data are shown in Table 1.

3 Method

Figure 2 shows an overview of our framework,
which consists of three steps: exemplar sampling,
prompt design, and generation parsing.

3.1 Exemplar Sampling and Construction

To generate the input prompt for the LLM, we be-
gin by employing random sampling to choose k
data instances from the training split of the dataset.
These selected instances serve as in-context learn-
ing exemplars. In our experiments, we explore

different values of k ∈ {0, 1, 5} to evaluate the
performance of the LLM in both zero-shot and few-
shot scenarios. The aim is to improve the model’s
familiarity with the task and its capacity to deliver
precise answers by incorporating the provided ex-
emplars into its learning process.

3.2 Prompt Design
We then design a natural language prompt to sys-
tematically combine both sampled exemplars and
every testing data entry from the testing split, which
serves as the input for the LLM. To assist the LLM
in distinguishing different components of the input
and the desired output, we introduce instructive
tokens such as “Source” (the source sentence to
be translated), “Target” (the target sentence with
context cl and cr provided), “Answer prefix” (the
pre-typed sequence s indicating the target word
to be predicted at [MASK]), and “Answer” (repre-
senting the target prediction word w). For each
testing data entry, we construct such a prompted
sentence with the “Answer” for the testing entry
left blank, awaiting completion. Combining all
these prompted sentences creates a comprehensive
paragraph of sentence input, as illustrated in Fig-
ure 2. This transforms the task into a blank-filling
exercise, wherein the model fills in the missing
word, the last word in our case.
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Figure 3: The fault rate and accuracy under different settings. (a) refers to the accuracy. (b) refers to the proportion
of instances that don’t start with the typed sequence s. (c) refers to the ratio of the generations which contain a
sequence of words.

3.3 Generation Parsing

Since the generated content is in free-text form,
it requires parsing to identify the predicted word
as the final output of the WLAC task. The first
step is to remove the cue word, such as “Answer,”
and separate the remaining sequence of tokens into
individual words by splitting at blank spaces. To
ensure that the selected word satisfies the constraint
of the pre-typed sequence, we search for the first
word that starts with the pre-typed sequence s as
the final prediction. If such a word does not exist,
the first word in the sequence is chosen as the final
prediction. For example, if the generated content is
“Answer: Hello World” and the pre-typed sequence
is “Wo,” the word “World” is the final prediction
after parsing.

4 Experiments

4.1 Setup

We utilize the official ChatGPT API1 to access
the large language model for sentence completion.
The model code employed is gpt-3.5-turbo, and
the access date is July 2023. The temperature is
set to 0.7 when generating to ensure consistent
generation, while other control parameters are set
to their default values.

4.2 Results

Our experimental results are presented in Table 2.
We observe that five-shot prompting yielded the
best performance, while not incorporating any train-
ing exemplar led to the worst performance. This
outcome is reasonable, considering the model may
not clearly understand the task objective and rea-
soning process. Importantly, incorporating just one

1https://chat.openai.com/

Task Shot #

0-shot 1-shot 5-shot

Zh - En 11.15 22.66 29.21

En - De 10.26 15.45 22.51

De - En 8.12 15.99 23.66

Table 2: Evaluation results (Accuracy %) on the testing
sets of three translation directions.

additional exemplar had a significantly positive im-
pact. This suggests that ChatGPT can quickly learn
from provided exemplars and develop a sufficient
understanding of the task. The accuracy improve-
ment trends across the three translation directions
are consistent, leading us to conclude that Chat-
GPT can achieve acceptable performance on the
WLAC task with the help of training exemplars
and in-context learning. However, even with five-
shot prompting, the performance is only around
25% in terms of accuracy, leaving a large space
for future improvements. Therefore, leveraging
more advanced or meticulously designed prompts
should be considered further to enhance ChatGPT’s
performance on the WLAC task.

4.3 Error Analysis

Upon further analysis of the results, we identify
two common types of mistakes where the gener-
ated output deviates from the targeted answer. The
first type of mistake occurs when the generated
output fails to begin with the specified sequence s,
while the second type of mistake involves the pres-
ence of multiple words in the generated output after
removing the cue word. As depicted in Figure 3,
the overall performance improves significantly as
the number of shots increases. Nevertheless, there
is a remarkably high rate of faults in generating

https://chat.openai.com/
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Source Context Generation Target

CORRECT EXAMPLES
据报道，受重伤的维和人员得以继续飞行，并与其他机组人员一起成功降落
在北基伍省会戈马机场 。

It was reported that [MASK] Answer: seriously seriously

他要求刚果（金）当局对这起令人发指的袭击事件展开调查，尽快将肇事者
绳之以法。

The congo [MASK] Answer: authorities authorities

GRAMMATICAL MISTAKE
她说： “我谴责这次袭击，必须以最坚定的态度起诉犯罪者。 ” attack and the perpetrators must be

prosecuted with the utmost [MASK]
Answer: firmly firmness

报告说，迫使巴勒斯坦人背井离乡的 “胁迫性环境 ”使巴勒斯坦社会四分五裂，
阻碍了自决权的实现。

&quot; coercive environment
&quot; that forced the [MASK]

Answer: Palestinian Palestinians

BOTH CORRECT?
委员会呼吁联合国大会要求国际法院就占领的法律后果发表紧急咨询意见。 The [MASK] Answer: committee called

专家们注意到，欧盟反欺诈办公室就对独立人权组织哈克进行了审查，其结
论是： “没有发现受怀疑的违规和 (或 )欺诈行为来影响欧盟的资金 ”。

experts [MASK] Answer: noticed noted

DON’T START WITH TYPED SEQUENCE
另据报道，在 8月 18日及 21日，以色列国内安全局审问了 7个团体中的巴勒斯
坦妇女委员会联盟、独立人权组织哈克和保卫儿童 -巴勒斯坦组织的负责人，
据称还对这三人加以威胁。

It was also reported that , on 18 and
21 [MASK]

Answer: August Actions

谭德塞说 : “自那时以来，世卫组织已报告了 3200多例猴痘确诊病例和一例死
亡，这些病例来自包括尼日利亚在内的 48个国家和 5个世卫组织地区 。 ”

, WHO has reported more than 3200
confirmed [MASK]

Answer: cases regions

GENERATE A SEQUENCE OF WORDS
委员会成员克里斯 ·西多蒂（ Chris Sidoti）表示 ，以色列政府的行动构成了一种
非法占领和吞并制度，必须加以解决。

Chris Sidoti said the [MASK] Answer: Israeli govern-
ment

Israeli

委员会的成员不是联合国工作人员，他们的工作没有报酬。 The members of the Committee
[MASK]

Answer: are not UN
staff, their work is vol-
untary.

not

Table 3: Case studies of generations from ChatGPT. We select generation results from the 5-shot scenario.

word sequences that violate the instruction of using
only a single word in the zero-shot approach. The
transition from zero-shot to one-shot learning re-
sults in a considerable reduction in both fault rates.
This indicates that the language model adheres to
instructions more accurately by adding a single
example. Moreover, the fault rate also further de-
creases in the five-shot setting.

4.4 Case Studies

To further demonstrate the difficulty of the task
and the performance of ChatGPT, we select some
generation results in the Chinese-English transla-
tion split, as shown in Table 3. Among these cases,
we observe four types of tricky but common mis-
takes. Firstly, although the generated output and
the target share the same semantic meaning, the
generation is syntactically incorrect. We exemplify
two generations that contain grammatical mistakes.
Secondly, our approach may generate semantically
accurate output that deviates from the target, par-
ticularly in cases where the input lacks detailed
context. Moreover, the model may generate the
content immediately after the context instead of
following instructions to find a semantically cor-
rect word that matches the typed sequence. Finally,
the model does not always comply with the instruc-
tions that require it to generate only one word. It
may give a phrase or part of a sentence to combine

the context into a complete sentence.

4.5 Discussions
While our system achieves acceptable performance,
it falls significantly short of the performance
achieved by systems last year (Casacuberta et al.,
2022). This suggests that additional efforts are re-
quired to enhance ChatGPT’s performance on the
WLAC task, which might include: (a) Incorporat-
ing more training exemplars. For instance, increas-
ing the number of training shots to ten or even more
could be beneficial. (b) Reframing the exemplar
selection problem as a subset selection problem.
This approach involves selecting training exem-
plars based on their similarity to the testing entry or
their diversity in relation to other exemplars, as pro-
posed by Ye et al. (2023). (c) Improving the prompt
to better leverage both left and right contexts. Addi-
tionally, advanced prompting techniques like chain-
of-thought (Wei et al., 2022b) could be explored.
(d) Incorporating external knowledge for reason-
ing, such as complex knowledge (Bai et al., 2023),
conceptualization (He et al., 2022), and graph rea-
soning (Liu and Song, 2022; Liu et al., 2022, 2020).

5 Conclusions

In conclusion, this paper presents a novel LLM-
prompting system to address the WLAC task. Our
findings demonstrate that LLMs are highly capable
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problem solvers and adept at learning in context
for this particular task, albeit with performance that
falls short of previous supervised learning systems.
A detailed analysis uncovers several error types that
contribute to the limited performance of ChatGPT.
Therefore, we urge researchers to devote additional
attention to the WLAC task using LLMs.
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