
The 31st International Conference on Computational Linguistics

AbjadNLP
The 1st Workshop on NLP for Languages Using Arabic Script

Editors

Mo El-Haj Amal Haddad Cynthia Amol

Sina Ahmadi Hugh Paterson III

Ignatius Ezeani Saad Ezzini Paul Rayson

Proceedings of the Workshop

January 19, 2025

https://wp.lancs.ac.uk/abjad



©2025 The Association for Computational Linguistics

Order copies of this and other ACL proceedings from:

Association for Computational Linguistics (ACL)
209 N. Eighth Street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
USA
Tel: +1-570-476-8006
Fax: +1-570-476-0860
acl@aclweb.org

ISBN 979-8-89176-200-8

ii



Preface

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the inaugural edition of the AbjadNLP Workshop, an event dedicated
to advancing research and applications for languages that use the Arabic script in Natural Language
Processing (NLP). This workshop serves as a vital platform to unite researchers and practitioners
addressing the linguistic, cultural, and computational challenges inherent to these languages, fostering
innovative solutions for low-resource and historically underrepresented languages.

We received 27 submissions, of which 16 papers were accepted, resulting in an acceptance rate of
approximately 59%. This strong start underscores the growing recognition of the significance of Arabic-
script languages within the NLP community.

The submissions to this workshop showcased remarkable diversity, reflecting the linguistic and cultural
richness of languages that utilise the Arabic script. Contributions span a variety of languages, including
Wolofal, a form of Ajami script used for the Wolof language in West Africa; Persian, which, despite
its long tradition of NLP research, continues to face challenges related to limited resources in stylistic
and dialectal variations; and Turkish, focusing on the integration of Arabic-origin words into the Turkish
language and its linguistic evolution. Additionally, research on Perso-Arabic scripts, used in languages
such as Persian, Urdu, Pashto, and others, underscores the flexibility and adaptability of the Arabic script
across diverse linguistic families and regions.

The workshop also includes studies on Arabic, exploring fundamental challenges and methodologies that
can inform research on other low-resource Abjad and Ajami languages. Collectively, these contributions
highlight the breadth of research addressing both resource-rich and low-resource languages, advancing
our understanding of the unique computational challenges posed by Arabic-script languages.

I am deeply grateful to our co-organisers, reviewers, and authors for their invaluable contributions to this
workshop. Their dedication and expertise have ensured the high quality of this year’s programme, and
their work paves the way for future innovations in this field.

This workshop represents a significant step towards building a vibrant and collaborative community
dedicated to Arabic-script languages in NLP. We look forward to inspiring presentations, engaging
discussions, and continued growth in the coming years.

Thank you for joining us, and I hope you find this workshop as inspiring as we do.

Mo El-Haj
Chair Organiser

AbjadNLP Workshop
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