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Message from the Program Chairs

If you are one of the staunch supporters of CRAC, you should probably know that this is the 8th edition
of CRAC (and the 10th edition if you also count the two CORBON workshops), Following the CRAC
tradition, we requested that CRAC 2025 be co-located with the EMNLP conference. At the time of
proposal submission, the location of EMNLP 2025 had not been finalized. It was only after we were
notified of the acceptance of the proposal that we knew that EMNLP would take place in China, which
was certainly a pleasant surprise to us. This will be the third time CRAC takes place in Asia, after
CRAC 2022 in South Korea and CRAC 2023 in Singapore.

What is special about this year’s workshop is that this is the first time CRAC is held jointly with CODI
(Workshop on Computational Approaches to Discourse, Context and Document-Level Inferences)
despite the fact that the two workshops organized two shared tasks together in 2021 and 2022. The
organizing committee of the joint workshop is composed of the organizers from CRAC and CODI, who
worked on the timeline for the workshop, the call for papers, the list of potential invited speakers, and
the program schedule. The two workshops, however, had separate program committees, submission
sites, and proceedings, and made acceptance decisions independently of each other.

This year, CRAC received 15 submissions, including nine research papers and six shared task papers.
Each research paper was rigorously reviewed by three program committee members, and each shared
task paper was reviewed by two. Based on their recommendations, we accepted all of the shared task
papers, and among the nine research papers, we accepted six, conditionally accepted two, and rejected
one. The two conditionally accepted papers were eventually accepted to the workshop after we made
sure that the authors adequately addressed the reviewers’ comments in the final camera-ready version.

This year we continued to partner with our colleagues at Charles University, Prague and hosted the
shared task on Multilingual Coreference Resolution for the fourth time at CRAC. The shared task
allowed researchers who did not participate in the workshop to disseminate their work to a smaller and
more focused audience which should promote interesting discussions. Following what we did last year,
we similarly merged the shared task proceedings with the CRAC workshop proceedings this year. In
other words, you can enjoy both the workshop papers and the shared task papers in this proceedings.

As you can imagine, fitting two invited talks, two shared tasks (the Multilingual Coreference Resolution
shared task and the DISRPT shared task), and a large number of presentations of papers accepted to
CODI and CRAC to a one-day program is by no means an easy task. In the end, the organizing
committee decided to have two poster sessions (one in the morning and one in the afternoon) where the
majority of the papers will be presented, selecting only a small number of papers for oral presentations.
Even so, it has been logistically challenging for us to arrange for virtual paper presentations during the
poster sessions.

We are grateful to the following people, without whom we could not have assembled an interesting
program for the joint workshop. First, we are indebted to the CRAC program committee members. This
year the average reviewing load was the equivalent of two long papers per reviewer. All of our program
committee members did the incredible job of completing their reviews in a short reviewing period.
Second, we thank Tanya Goyal and Nancy F. Chen, who are established researchers in Discourse, for
accepting our invitation to be this year’s invited speakers. Finally, we would like to thank the workshop
participants for joining us.

We hope you will enjoy the workshop and Suzhou as much as we do!

— Maciej Ogrodniczuk, Michal Novak, Massimo Poesio, Sameer Pradhan, and Vincent Ng
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Invited Talk 1

From Speech to Sense: The Art of Listening in Artificial Intelligence

Nancy F. Chen

Abstract

Unlike sight, which we can shut off with a blink, sound is inescapable. We are always listening, even
when we wish not to. Hearing comes naturally, but understanding what we hear requires learning,
knowledge, focus, and interpretation. Yet it is sound — be it the quiet drone of an air conditioner, a
lover’s tender whisper, or the distant rush of a waterfall — that anchors us to our physical surroundings,
social connections, and the present moment.

In this talk, I will share our experience in modelling the audio signal in multimodal generative Al to drive
translational impact across domain applications. In particular, we exploit the audio modality to strengthen
contextualization, reasoning, and grounding. Cultural nuances and multilingual peculiarities add another
layer of complexity in understanding verbal interactions. Examples include our generative Al efforts in
Singapore’s National Multimodal Large Language Model Programme has led to MERaLiON
(Multimodal Empathetic Reasoning and Learning In One Network), the first multimodal large language
model developed for Southeast Asia context. Such endeavors complement North American centric
models to make generative Al more widely deployable for localized needs. Another case in point is
SingaKids Al Tutor, which enables young children to learn ethnic languages such as Malay, Mandarin
and Tamil. We are currently expanding applications to embodied agentic Al, aviation, and healthcare.

Speaker Bio

Nancy F. Chen is an ISCA Fellow (2025), AAIA Fellow (2025), and A*STAR Fellow (2023), and was
recognized with the Asian Women Tech Leaders Award (2025). She is also a 2025 inductee of IEEE Eta
Kappa Nu (HKN), the honor society of IEEE recognizing outstanding engineers.

At A*STAR, Dr. Chen leads the Multimodal Generative Al group and the Al for Education Programme.
Dr. Chen is a serial best paper award winner across major conferences - including ICASSP, ACL, EMNLP,
MICAALI COLING, APSIPA, SIGDIAL and EACL - her research spans applications in education,
healthcare, neuroscience, social media, security and forensics. Dr. Chen’s multimodal, multilingual
technologies have led to commercial spin-offs and adoption by Singapore’s Ministry of Education.
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Invited Talk 2

Climbing the Right Hill: On Benchmarking Progress
in Long-Form Text Processing

Tanya Goyal

Abstract

Large Language Models (LLMs) are now functionally capable of ingesting very long documents as input,
but can they truly process and reason over these massive contexts? In this talk, I will discuss our efforts at
answering this question through the lens of long narrative summarization, a setting that naturally requires
information synthesis and reasoning over long range dependencies. In the first part, I will describe our
work highlighting shortcomings of current models along two key summary quality axes - coherence and
factuality - and discuss challenges in automating their evaluation. Next, I will present NoCha, our
methodology for constructing realistic and uncontaminated benchmarks for long context narrative
reasoning. I will discuss results that show that NoCha is challenging for frontier LLMs; GPT-5 reports
<30% worse performance compared to humans, and provide a recipe for building the next generation of
robust long context benchmarks.

Speaker Bio

Tanya Goyal is an assistant professor in the Computer Science department at Cornell University.

Her research interests include building reliable and sustainable evaluation frameworks for large language
models (LLMs) as well as understanding LLM behaviors as a function of training data and/or alignment
strategies. Previously, she was a postdoctoral scholar at Princeton Language and Intelligence Center

(2023-2024). Tanya completed her Ph.D. in Computer Science at UT Austin in 2023 where her thesis was
awarded UTCS’s Bert Kay Dissertation award. Her research is supported by NSF and a gift from Google.
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