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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the Second Workshop in South East Asian Language
Processing, held in conjunction with the 31st International Conference on Computational Linguistics
(COLING 2025).

South East Asia (SEA) remains one of the most linguistically diverse regions in the world, with over
1,200 languages spoken by 680 million people. However, the diversity of South East Asian languages
continues to face challenges due to the historical emphasis on national languages as lingua franca after
the end of colonization, and the increasing dominance of English driven by globalization.

This year marks the second iteration of our workshop, following the success of the inaugural event in
2023. Our aim is to provide a platform for practitioners from academia, government, and industry to
come together and advance the research and development of language technologies for SEA languages.
The workshop also aspires to foster an inclusive and collaborative community passionate about SEA
languages, increase awareness of existing works, and catalyze partnerships to bolster NLP research and
development in this linguistically rich region.

The workshop received 20 submissions of technical papers (an increase of 42

The accepted papers span a diverse range of topics and languages, reflecting the vibrancy of NLP
research in SEA and beyond. These include research on languages in the Philippines, Indonesia, and
Thailand. The papers address a variety of NLP tasks, including morphology, script transliteration,
speech transcription, question answering, dialogue summarization and generation, multilingual and
multicultural language models, as well as the curation of ethical and unethical instructions in Indonesian
for LLMs and a Thai commonsense reasoning dataset.

We are encouraged by the growing interest in this field and look forward to the continued evolution of
this workshop as a hub for innovative and impactful research on SEA languages. We hope that future
editions will attract an even broader spectrum of submissions and foster greater collaboration among
researchers and practitioners dedicated to these languages.

We look forward to an enriching discussion on research in South East Asian language processing at the
online event on January 20, 2025.

January 2025
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