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Message from the Organising Chairs

Welcome to the proceedings of CHiPSAL 2026, the Second Workshop on Challenges in
Processing South Asian Languages (CHiPSAL), held as part of the Language Resources and
Evaluation Conference (LREC 2026). Building on the success of the inaugural workshop
at COLING 2025, CHiPSAL 2026 continues to provide a platform for addressing the unique
challenges of processing South Asian languages and for fostering collaboration among
researchers working in this space.

South Asia is one of the most linguistically diverse regions in the world, yet its languages
remain significantly underrepresented in language technologies, particularly in the era of large
language models. This workshop brings together contributions that address key challenges
such as data scarcity, morphological richness, script diversity, code-mixing, and the need for
culturally grounded evaluation. The accepted papers span a wide range of languages, including
both widely spoken languages and extremely low-resource and endangered languages such as
Burushaski, Limbu, and Nepal Bhasha (Newari), reflecting the breadth and depth of current
research efforts in the region.

We received 42 submissions to the main track, of which 21 papers were accepted for
presentation, resulting in an acceptance rate of approximately 50%. Following withdrawals,
19 papers are included in the final proceedings. All submissions underwent a rigorous peer-
review process, with each paper reviewed by three programme committee members. In total,
55 programme committee members from academia and industry worldwide contributed to the
review process. In addition, the shared task received 15 system description paper submissions,
of which 12 were accepted for publication.

CHiPSAL 2026 featured regular papers and a shared task on Multimodal Hate and Sentiment
Understanding in Low-Resource Memes for Nepali, which attracted strong participation from
the research community. The diversity of submissions and the range of approaches highlight
both the progress made and the challenges that remain in developing inclusive and effective
NLP systems for South Asian languages.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the programme committee members for their
timely and rigorous reviews. We also thank all authors for their valuable contributions and
the LREC 2026 workshop chairs and organising committee for their support in facilitating this
workshop.

We congratulate all authors of accepted papers and shared task contributions. We hope that
CHiPSAL 2026 serves as a valuable forum for exchanging ideas, building collaborations, and
advancing research on South Asian language technologies. We also look forward to expanding
this initiative through future editions and regional events to further strengthen the research
community in this domain.

For more information and future communications, please visit the workshop website:
https://sites.google.com/view/chipsal/.

Organising Chairs of CHiPSAL 2026
Kengatharaiyer Sarveswaran, University of Jaffna, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
Ashwini Vaidya, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, India.
Bal Krishna Bal, Kathmandu University, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Surendrabikram Thapa, Virginia Tech, USA.
Tafseer Ahmed Khan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah University, Karachi, Pakistan.
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