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Message from General Chair

Welcome to the 31st edition of the Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Proces-
sing (EMNLP)!

EMNLP is organized annually by SIGDAT, the Association for Computational Linguistics’ special
interest group devoted to linguistic data and corpus-based approaches to NLP. This year, we are delighted
to bring the conference to Budapest, Hungary, from October 24–29. It is a particularly special edition
of EMNLP: the largest in the conference’s history, with more than 17,000 submissions, over 5,000 ac-
cepted papers, and thousands of researchers, students, practitioners, and friends of the community
coming together from around the world.

This scale is a remarkable reflection of the vitality of our field—but it also brings extraordinary
organizational challenges. Making EMNLP possible at this size requires an enormous amount of coordi-
nation, care, and behind-the-scenes work. The conference would not have been possible without the out-
standing support of the ACL professional conference organization team—Jenn Rachford, Lina Staggs,
Hannah Pietsch and Damira Mrsic with Underline—as well as the many volunteers who worked ti-
relessly across countless tasks, from coordinating communications and room assignments to managing
acceptance decisions, administrative and financial matters, and the inevitable last-minute requests and
unexpected challenges that arise when bringing thousands of people together.

A conference of this magnitude can only succeed through collaboration. Organizing EMNLP has
been a wonderful opportunity to work with an exceptional group of people, and I have learned a great
deal from all of them. I am deeply grateful to every chair, committee member, reviewer, and volunteer
whose dedication has turned months of planning into the conference we are now able to share.

Our Program Chairs—Hung-Yi Lee, Sunipa Dev, Jessy Li, and Desmond Elliott, together with
Senior Program Chair Christos Christodoulopoulos—have done an extraordinary job assembling an
exciting and diverse scientific program. The number of submissions exceeded even our most ambitious
expectations, while the reviewing process brought a number of new challenges, including AI-generated
submissions, contribution slicing, and hallucinated references. The program team had to respond to many
of these challenges in real time, developing new approaches while coordinating the largest program
committee EMNLP has ever had and managing an exceptionally demanding reviewing and decision-
making process.

They also took the opportunity to explore new approaches to peer review through the AI Reviewing
Experiment, opening an important conversation about how emerging technologies may shape the future
of scientific publishing and evaluation.

The scientific program is complemented by three outstanding keynote speakers—Pascale Fung,
Graham Neubig, and Anna Korhonen—who will share exciting perspectives and research with our
community. We will also have the opportunity to look beyond the immediate challenges of today through
the panel “New Missions in NLP,” exploring the future directions of our field and the many scientific
and societal opportunities that lie ahead.

And this year, our discussions take place in Budapest, a city with a remarkable history at the cros-
sroads of cultures, languages, and ideas. From the banks of the Danube to the historic neighborhoods of
Buda and Pest, Budapest offers a fitting setting for a conference devoted to language, communication,
and the exchange of knowledge. I hope that, alongside the talks, papers, workshops, and conversations,
you will have the chance to experience the city itself—its architecture, cafés, food, music, and vibrant
intellectual and cultural life. Perhaps EMNLP 2026 will be remembered not only for the research we
shared, but also for the conversations and friendships that began here.

My heartfelt thanks go to the entire organization committee for their extraordinary work and tireless
commitment. A conference of this scale simply would not exist without them. If you meet any of the
people listed below during the conference, please take a moment to thank them for everything they have
done.

• Program Chairs: Hung-Yi Lee, Sunipa Dev, Jessy Li, Desmond Elliott
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• Senior Program Chair: Christos Christodoulopoulos

• Visa/Local Organizing Chairs: Noémi Ligeti-Nagy, Veronika Lipp

• ARR May 2026 Editors-in-Chief: Giovanni Da San Martino, Jing Jiang, Xiaojun Wan, Michael
White, Xiaodan Zhu

• Award Chairs: Ivan Titov, Luciana Benotti, Nancy Chen

• Industry Track Chairs: Pepa Atanasova, Gholamreza Haffari, Minghan Wang

• Workshop Chairs: Chrysoula Zerva, Steffen Eger, George Filandrianos, Jun Suzuki,

• Tutorial Chairs: Goran Glavas, Ana Marasovic

• Virtual Infrastructure Chairs: Fernando Batista, Ali Hurriyetoglu

• Sponsorship Chairs: Nikos Aletras, Matthias Gallé

• Ethics Chairs: Anil Ramakrishna, Giuseppe Attanasio

• Demonstration Chairs: Sweta Agrawal, Alberto Abad, Lingpeng Kong

• Publication Chairs: Shaoxiong Ji, Junjie Hu

• Handbook Chairs: Vlad Niculae, Jia Xu

• Publicity Chairs: Yuki Arase, Eran Hirsch

• Student Volunteer Chairs: Nafise Sadat Moosavi, Favour Aghaebe

• Diversity and Inclusion Chairs: Anne Lauscher, David Ifeoluwa Adelani, Spandana Gella

• Website Chairs: Raj Dabre, Hour Kaing

• Workflow Chairs: Cheng-Han Chiang, Yating Wu

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the Area Chairs, Senior Area Chairs, and the
countless reviewers whose time and expertise made the scientific program possible. My thanks go
as well to our local chair Noémi Ligeti-Nagy and to the SIGDAT Board—Kai-Wei Chang, Raquel
Fernández, Yue Zhang, and Jose Camacho-Collados, as well as former officers Alice Oh and Juan
Pino, for their support, guidance, and trust throughout the organization of the conference.

A special word of thanks goes to David Yarowsky, one of the founders of EMNLP, and Yuji Matsu-
moto, whose perspectives on the history of the conference and continued support help connect this 31st
edition with the community and ideas from which EMNLP grew.

Finally, I hope that EMNLP 2026 will be more than a successful scientific meeting. I hope it will
be a place where new ideas emerge, collaborations begin, old friendships are renewed, and new ones are
formed. Most of all, I hope you leave Budapest inspired by the research, energized by the people you
met, and motivated to return to your work with new questions and new ideas.

Thank you for being part of EMNLP 2026. I hope you enjoy the conference—and your time in
Budapest!

André Martins
EMNLP 2026 General Chair
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Message from Program Chairs

Welcome to the 2026 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing! We look
forward to joining you in Budapest, a city with a rich history stretching back to the Celtic times. We are
excited to present a diverse program featuring over 5,000 accepted papers distributed across the Main
Conference, Findings, the Industry Track, the Demo Track, and the 28 Workshops. In addition to this
exciting scientific program, we hope you will have the opportunity to take a stroll along the Danube
river, enjoy some of the local delicacies, and perhaps even visit one of the famous thermal spas. The
organization of this conference has been a huge collaborative effort involving hundreds of people. We
would like to acknowledge the support of the following people:

• General Chair, André F. T. Martins

• Senior Program Chair, Christos Christodoulopoulos

• The SIGDAT Executive Officers, Kai-Wei Chang, Raquel Fernández, and Yue Zhang, and the
former SIGDAT President Alice Oh

• The ARR Editors-in-Chief of the May 2026 cycle: Giovanni Da San Martino, Jing Jiang, Xiaojun
Wan, Michael White, and Xiaodan Zhu

• The ARR technical staff: Holy Lovenia and Yuntian Deng

• The Workflow Chairs, Cheng-Han Chiang, Yating Wu, and Mike Zhang

• The OpenReview team

• The 287 Senior Area Chairs

• The 1,445 Area Chairs and the 11,418 reviewers

• Jennifer Rachford and the conference support staff

• Damira Mrsic and Underline team

• The Awards Committee Chairs, Luciana Benotti, Nancy Chen, and Ivan Titov, and the awards
committee members

• The Ethics Chairs, Anil Ramakrishna and Giuseppe Attanasio

• The Industry Track Chairs, Pepa Atanasova, Gholamreza Haffari, and Minghan Wang

• The Demonstration Chairs, Lingpeng Kong, Sweta Agrawal, and Alberto Abad

• The Website Chairs, Raj Dabre and Hour Kaing

• The Publication Chairs, Shaoxiong Ji and Junjie Hu

• The Handbook Chairs, Vlad Niculae and Jia Xu

• The Local Organization Chairs, Veronika Lipp, Noémi Ligeti-Nagy, Brigitta Ivanyi-Bitter, and
their team

• The Publicity Chairs, Yuki Arase and Eran Hirsch

• The Student Volunteer Chairs, Nafise Sadat Moosavi and Favour Y Aghaebe, and all the volunteers

• The Diversity/Inclusion Chairs, Anne Lauscher, David Ifeoluwa Adelani, and Spandana Gella
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• The Virtual Infrastructure Chairs, Fernando Batista and Ali Hurriyetoglu

• The Workshop Chairs, Chrysoula Zerva, Steffen Eger, and Jun Suzuki

• The Tutorial Chairs, Goran Glavas and Ana Marasović

• The Sponsorship Chairs, Nikos Aletras and Matthias Gallé

• The AI Reviewing Experiment Chairs, Joydeep Biswas and Gaurav Sahu

• The ACL Anthology Director Matt Post and the team

• The TACL editors-in-chief Asli Celikyilmaz, Yun-Nung (Vivian) Chen, Ehud Reiter, and Dilek
Hakkani Tur, and the Editorial Assistant Yesari Tolga Eden

• The CL Editor-in-Chief, Wei Lu, and the Editorial Assistant Cynthia-Anne Robinson

• All the authors of papers submitted for review

Review Process

All submissions to EMNLP 2026 went through a two-stage review process. First, papers were submitted
to the ACL Rolling Review (ARR), where they were reviewed by reviewers and received meta-reviews
from area chairs. Authors then had the option to commit their reviewed papers to EMNLP via a separate
EMNLP 2026 commitment site. At this stage, senior area chairs provided recommendations, and final
acceptance decisions were made by the program chairs. This process is consistent with previous confe-
rences. We worked closely with the ARR team, particularly the Editors-in-Chief for the May 2026 cycle
who served as guest Editors-in-Chief for this round, and the ARR technical staff. We recruited additional
reviewers and area chairs for ARR, bringing the total to 11,418 reviewers and 1,445 area chairs in the
May 2026 ARR cycle, who handled the majority of EMNLP 2026 submissions. We also recruited 287 se-
nior area chairs to oversee the review and meta-review processes, and to provide final recommendations
during commitment stage.

Acceptance Rate

The acceptance rate calculation follows precedent set by previous conferences that also go through ACL
Rolling Review (ARR). The calculation takes into account the multi-stage process of ARR, where a paper
may get revised in ARR and then later committed to the conference. The denominator includes all those
committed to EMNLP from ARR February 2025 through ARR May 2026.1 Among these submissions,
2,033 were withdrawn, either before or after receiving three reviews, and 1,422 were desk-rejected, which
are still counted in the denominator. In total, there are 2,704 papers accepted to the Main Conference and
2,478 papers accepted to Findings. The final acceptance rate for Main Conference papers is therefore:
2704/17661 = 15.31%. The Main Conference proceedings will include 2,626 long papers and 78 short
papers. Findings papers are those which are not accepted at the Main Conference, but nevertheless have
been judged worthy of publication as “solid work with sufficient substance, quality and novelty”. We
accepted 2478/17661 = 14.03% of papers to the Findings of the ACL: EMNLP 2026. The Findings
proceedings will include 2,380 long papers and 98 short papers.

New Initiative: Paper Integrity Policy

We introduced a new Paper Integrity Policy to address the growing concerns in the community regarding
irresponsible AI use in paper submissions that overwhelm community resources and make marginal
contributions to the field.

1For the curious reader, we note that 8,642 papers were committed from ARR May 2026.
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Long Short
Papers from ARR May 2026 15,581 1,102
Papers from ARR March 2026 706 36
Papers from ARR January 2026 194 14
Papers from ARR October 2025 17 2
Papers from ARR May 2025 3 1
Papers from ARR July 2025 1 2
Papers from ARR February 2025 1 1
Total 16,503 1,158

Thinly Sliced Contributions. This policy enforces the new ARR originality requirement that “any
concurrently submitted papers on a related topic with an overlapping set of authors must cite each other
and discuss the differences in the related work section”. Outside of ARR and EMNLP, we coordinated
with conferences with overlapping submission windows (COLM, NeurIPS and AAAI); dual submissions,
or thinly sliced submissions that do not follow the originality requirement, were desk rejected. In the end,
we desk rejected 8 submissions that overlapped with COLM, 40 submissions that overlapped with AAAI,
and 32 submissions that overlapped with NeurIPS.

Unverifiable References EMNLP 2026 partnered with GPTZero to detect references that do not exist
in academic databases in all submitted papers.2 The process for desk rejecting papers followed two
routes: (i) reviewers or ARR Area Chairs reported unverifiable references themselves; or (ii) unverifiable
references were automatically identified by GPTZero and manually checked by ARR Area Chairs. Papers
were desk rejected if references broke either of these criteria: (a) there was at least one reference to a
paper that did not exist with the given title; or (b) at least three references had major errors in their author
lists, where ≥ 50% of the authors did not match the expected reference. The final decisions were made
by either an EMNLP Program Chair or ARR May 2026 Cycle Editor-in-Chief. In total, we rejected 258
submissions written by 1,166 authors. The authors were also informed about the reference(s) that caused
their paper to be desk rejected. We sanctioned all 1,166 authors by preventing them from committing
their desk rejected papers to EMNLP 2026. We will also recommend an additional sanction to the
EMNLP 2027 Program Chairs to prevent the 35 authors with multiple papers desk rejected under this
policy from committing any papers to the EMNLP 2027 conference. These sanctions were discussed
with and approved by the SIGDAT Executive Leadership. Desk rejected submissions have also been
forwarded to the ACL Publications Ethics Committee. This process was repeated for the Camera Ready
submissions.

New Initiative: AI Review Experiment

EMNLP 2026 ran an AI Reviewing Experiment to collect feedback from authors about the quality of AI
reviews of their submissions. This experiment took place in an opt-in basis, where authors needed to
declare whether they agreed to take part in the experiment. We collaborated with two research groups to
provide AI-generated reviews for opted-in submissions:

• The ReviewerToo system from researchers at Mila - Quebec AI Institute, ServiceNow Research,
HEC Montréal, Polytechnique Montréal, Université de Montréal, and Unified Sciences. This sy-
stem used two different backbone LLMs: GPT-OSS-120B and GLM 4.7 Flash.

• The AAAI AI Review System, developed by a multi-institutional research team consisting of re-
searchers from the University of Texas at Austin, the University of Alberta, the University of Mi-

2More details in the GPTZero technical report: https://gptzero.me/news/
how-does-gptzeros-hallucination-check-detector-work-a-technical-report/
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chigan, and Oregon State University. This system used the GPT-5.4 under a Zero Data Retention
agreement to protect the privacy of the submissions.

In total, 7,921 submissions opted-in to the experiment and received an AI review of their paper. After
removing 1,407 papers that were either desk rejected or withdrawn by the authors, we collected quanti-
tative and qualitative feedback from the authors of 1,282 papers. This represents a 1282/6514=19.68%
response rate, after removing desk rejected submissions. We also collected feedback from the authors
of 921 opted-out submissions, representing a 10.5% response rate. We will present the preliminary fin-
dings of this experiment on Sunday, October 25 — Main Conference Day 1 in the Plenary Room from
14:00–14:30.

Special Theme: New Missions for NLP

Large language models have rapidly shifted from research prototypes to widely used infrastructure. This
new reality is changing the center of gravity of NLP research, and progress can no longer be measured
only by fractional improvements in benchmark scores. When strong general-purpose models are increa-
singly available through open releases and commercial platforms, the field faces a more foundational
question: What are the missions of NLP research now, and what kinds of contributions most advance
that mission?

The EMNLP 2026 special theme invited papers that articulate, test, and advance visions for NLP
in this era. We welcome work that reflects on the mission(s) of NLP research, reframes our collective
research goals, proposes new evaluation and scientific methodologies, and builds bridges across multiple
disciplines that can sharpen both our theories and our impact. Submissions may be empirical, theoretical,
or position and survey papers, but should be grounded in clear claims, strong evidence, and actionable
insights. We received 322 submissions, of which 45 were accepted to the Main Conference and 11 were
accepted to Findings.

Best Paper Selection

This year, we received an exceptional collection of papers with novel and notable contributions. To
highlight the most outstanding work, we asked our reviewers, ACs, and SACs to all nominate papers
they thought were the strongest contributions to the field. In parallel, the Program Chairs identified
an additional selection of standout manuscripts. This consolidated set of nominated papers was then
forwarded to our Best Paper Award Committee chaired by Ivan Titov, Luciana Benotti, and Nancy Chen.
A committee of 49 members conducted a rigorous, comparative review of the anonymized camera-ready
papers. We will announce the award winners on Tuesday, October 27 - Main Conference Day 3 in the
Plenary Room from 16:00–17:00. It will be our pleasure to honour the Best Papers and Outstanding
Papers of EMNLP 2026 in this session.

Program Composition & Presentation Modes

This year, 490 papers were selected for oral presentation by the Program Chairs, with the goal of creating
a well-rounded program featuring a diverse set of topics. We placed a high value on representation across
tracks and topical coherence in the sessions. In addition to the Main Conference papers, the program al-
so includes 13 papers accepted by Computational Linguistics and 49 papers accepted by Transactions
of the ACL (TACL), of which 28 will be presented as in-person oral presentations, thematically distri-
buted across sessions, according to author preferences. Main Conference and journal papers that were
not selected for oral presentation will be presented as a poster alongside in-person presenters of Findings
papers in designated sessions. Finally, in a change from previous events, in-person presenters are only
required to upload materials to Underline that correspond to their presentation type. The Virtual Confe-
rence will take place in (mostly) parallel sessions alongside the main conference. This decision is based
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on discussions with the General Chair, Jennifer Rachford’s team and the Underline team led by Damira
Mrsic. There are two virtual conference sessions per day, in an effort to accommodate virtual attendees
from across the globe. We have distributed the keynote talks throughout the program in order to support
increased attendance by virtual conference attendees. Rounding out the program is a panel discussion, a
session reporting the findings of the AI Reviewing experiment, a business meeting, dedicated sessions
for the demonstrations track, and Birds-of-a-Feather sessions.

Keynotes and Panel

We are delighted to welcome three keynote speakers to EMNLP 2026, offering complementary perspec-
tives on the future of AI and natural language processing:

• Pascale Fung (AMI Labs and The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology) will
present “Towards AI that understands the Real World.”

• Graham Neubig (Carnegie Mellon University and OpenHands) will present “On the Value of
Open Research in Language Modeling - An Adversarial Dialog.”

• Anna Korhonen (University of Cambridge) will present “AI for the Many: Starting from the
World, Not the Model.”

Our program also features a panel on this year’s special theme, “New Missions for NLP Resear-
ch”, moderated by Raymond J. Mooney (The University of Texas at Austin), with contributions from
Dirk Hovy (Bocconi University), Lillian Lee (Cornell University), and Mor Geva (Tel Aviv University).

We thank our keynote speakers, panel moderator, and panelists for sharing their perspectives with the
EMNLP community. We hope that you will enjoy this year’s program and hybrid conference!

Sunipa Dev, Google
Desmond Elliott, University of Copenhagen
Hung-yi Lee, National Taiwan University
Junyi Jessy Li, The University of Texas at Austin
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Keynote 1
Towards AI that understands the Real World

Pascale Fung
AMI Labs and The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

Sun, October 25, 2026 – Time: 09:30 – 10:30 –

Abstract: Recent advances in AI have been driven by large-scale generative models with impressive
capabilities in language, code, and digital tasks. Yet these systems still have a limited understanding of
the physical world, human intentions, and real-world context. In this talk, Pascale Fung will discuss the
next frontier of AI: world models. World models allow AI systems to learn abstract representations of the
world from continuous multimodal data, enabling reasoning, planning, memory, and action beyond next-
token prediction. Moving toward real-world AI agents requires modeling not only the physical world,
but also the mental world—including intent, attention, goals, and social context. The future of AI will
depend on systems that can understand, adapt, and collaborate in the real world, safely and reliably.

Bio: Pascale Fung’s long term research background is in multimodal interactive systems including audio,
speech, text and video. She started research on world modeling after studying the limitation of genera-
tive models due to hallucinations. She is the Co-founder and Chief Research & Innovation Officer at
AMI Labs. She was previously the Senior Director of AI Research at Meta-FAIR, leading research on
embodied AI agents. She is also a Chair Professor of ECE at The Hong Kong University of Science & Te-
chnology (HKUST). She is a Fellow of the ACL, AAAI, IEEE, and ISCA for her significant contribution
to human-machine interactions.
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Keynote 2
On the Value of Open Research in Language Modeling - An

Adversarial Dialog
Graham Neubig

Carnegie Mellon University and OpenHands

Mon, October 26, 2026 – Time: 15:15 – 16:15 –

Abstract: Large language models are simultaneously one of the greatest advances in natural language
processing ever and one of the most confounding for the open research community. Given the extreme
resource intensiveness and economic value of research in this area, much research has moved out of the
public eye and behind closed doors. What does that mean for scientists, like many of the participants
in EMNLP, who believe in the value of open publishing of research results? In this talk, I will present
some often-cited arguments against the value of open research in core LLM technology, and some coun-
ter arguments for why open research is still important, albeit under certain conditions. I will also try
to present some personal anecdotes for my own projects that I think have been successful in the face of
these headwinds, and may be informative for listeners who are also interested in expanding the impact of
their work.

Bio: Graham Neubig is an associate professor at the Language Technologies Institute of Carnegie Mellon
University and Chief Scientist at OpenHands. His research focuses on large language models, including
both fundamental advances in model capabilities and applications to tasks such as software development.
His final goal is that every person in the world should be able to communicate with each other, and with
computers in their own language. He also contributes to making NLP research more accessible through
open publishing of research papers, advanced NLP course materials and video lectures, and open-source
software, all of which are available on his web site.
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Keynote 3
AI for the Many: Starting from the World, Not the Model

Anna Korhonen
University of Cambridge

Tue, October 27, 2026 – Time: 14:30 – 15:30 –

Abstract: AI is advancing at extraordinary speed, but its benefits remain profoundly uneven. For much
of the world, the dominant path towards ever larger, more resource-intensive models is out of reach and
not necessarily the right one. In this talk, I will examine the global AI divide through the lens of langua-
ge. Recent evidence shows a widening global linguistic hierarchy, with thousands of languages and their
communities at risk of being left behind. I will argue that addressing this divide requires a fundamental
shift in how we approach AI development. Instead of asking how existing models can be extended to
more people, we should ask what communities need from AI and how it can deliver meaningful benefit
in their particular contexts. This means grounding AI in local needs and realities, taking account of avai-
lable resources and infrastructure, and judging success by what it delivers in practice. If this technology
is to make a meaningful difference across the world, we need not one path to AI, but many.

Bio: Anna Korhonen is Professor of Natural Language Processing at the University of Cambridge. Her
research focuses on multilingual and human-centred language technology and AI, with the broader aim
of ensuring societal and global benefit. Her work spans applications in health, education, science and the
environment. She is the Director and co-founder of the Centre for Human-Inspired Artificial Intelligence
(CHIA), the Institute for Technology and Humanity (ITH), and the Cambridge Language Technology
Laboratory (LTL). She is a Fellow of the ACL, ELLIS and the British Academy. Her work informs
global AI policy and governance through the United Nations and other international bodies.

xxix



Panel
New Missions in NLP Research

Sun, October 25, 2026 – Time: 14:30 – 15:30 – Room: Hall H

Large language models have rapidly shifted from research prototypes to widely used infrastructure. This
new reality is changing the center of gravity of NLP research, and progress can no longer be measured
only by fractional improvements in benchmark scores. When strong general-purpose models are increa-
singly available through open releases and commercial platforms, the field faces a more foundational
question: What are the missions of NLP research now, and what kinds of contributions most advance
that mission?
This panel will focus on EMNLP 2026’s special theme to discuss and advance visions for NLP in this era.

Moderator: Raymond J. Mooney, The University of Texas at Austin Raymond J. Mooney is a Pro-
fessor Emeritus in the Department of Computer Science at the University of Texas at Austin. He received
his Ph.D. in 1988 from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is an author of over 200 pu-
blished research papers, primarily in the areas of machine learning and natural language processing. He
was the President of the International Machine Learning Society from 2008–2011, program co-chair for
AAAI 2006, general chair for HLT-EMNLP 2005, and co-chair for ICML 1990. He is a Fellow of AAAI,
ACM, and ACL and the recipient of the Classic Paper award from AAAI-19 and best paper awards from
AAAI-96, KDD-04, ICML-05 and ACL-07.

Panelists:

Dirk Hovy, Bocconi University Dirk Hovy is a Professor in the Computing Sciences Department of
Bocconi University in Milan, where he co-leads the MilaNLP lab. He is also the scientific director of the
Data and Marketing Insights research unit. He is interested in what computers can tell us about language
and what language can tell us about society. That includes questions of bias and algorithmic fairness in
machine learning. He has authored over 150 articles on these topics, including 3 best and one outstanding
paper awards, and has also published two textbooks on text processing in Python for social scientists. He
has co-founded and organized several workshops (on computational social science, and ethics in NLP),
and was a local organizer for EMNLP 2017 and general chair for EMNLP 2025.

Lillian Lee, Cornell University Lillian Lee is the Charles Roy Davis professor of computer science at
Cornell University. Her research interests include natural language processing and computational social
science. She is a AAAI Fellow, an ACL Fellow, and an ACM Fellow. She is a recipient of best paper
awards at ACL 2023 (joint with Jack Hessel, Ana Marasović, Jena Hwang, Jeff Da, Rowan Zellers, Bob
Mankoff, and Yejin Choi, one of three awarded), NAACL 2004 (joint with Regina Barzilay, inaugural,
one awarded), and the IJCAI 2016 “Natural Language Processing Meets Journalism” workshop (joint
with Liye Fu and Cristian Danescu-Niculescu-Mizil, one awarded); Test of Time awards from NAACL
2018 for a paper between 2002–2012 (joint with Bo Pang, inaugural, one of three awarded) and ACL
2024 for 25 years (one awarded); and the ACL 2021 Distinguished Service Award for her work with TA-
CL. Her co-authored work has received several mentions in the popular press, including The New York
Times, NPR’s All Things Considered, and NBC’s The Today Show; and one of her co-authored papers
on the memorability of movie quotes was publicly called “boring” by YouTube channel Good Mythical
Morning in a video viewed over 2.7 million times.

Mor Geva, Tel Aviv University Mor Geva is an Assistant Professor at the School of Computer Science
and AI at Tel Aviv University. Her research focuses on understanding the inner workings of large lan-
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guage models to increase their transparency, control their behavior, and improve their reasoning abilities.
Mor completed a Ph.D. in Computer Science at Tel Aviv University, was a postdoctoral researcher at
Google DeepMind and the Allen Institute for AI, and worked as a Research Scientist at Google Resear-
ch. She is a recipient of Intel’s Rising Star Faculty Award (2024), the Alon Scholarship for Outstanding
Faculty (2024), EMNLP Best Paper Award (2024), EACL Outstanding Paper Award (2023), MIT Ri-
sing Star in EECS nomination (2021), and the Dan David Prize for Graduate Students in the field of AI
(2020).
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Vera Schmitt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9563

Beyond Safe Answers: Segment-Aware Listwise Alignment for Reasoning Safety in Large Reasoning
Models

JungMin Yun, Junehyoung Kwon, Hayeong Ryu, Byeonggeuk Lim, Hoejoon Kwon and YoungBin
Kim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9599

lviii



ARCA: Attribution-Regularized Causal Alignment for Task-Aware Bias Mitigation
Botao Wang, Lin Li, Kaize Shi, Jiahao Liu, Chong Lyu and Xian Zhong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9616

Editing Rules in LLMs Requires More Than a Localized Update
Yating Wang, Wenting Zhao, Yaqi Zhao, Yongshun Gong, Yilong Yin and Haoliang Sun . . . 9634

Caption-once, Frames-on-Demand: Visual-Need Routing for Budget-Aware Agentic Long Video Under-
standing

Weitong Cai, Hang Zhang, Yukai Huang, Yiqiao Xie, Shan Gao, Jiankang Deng, Songcen Xu,
Jifei Song and Zhensong Zhang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9651

MemGuard: Persisting Verifier Signals for LLM-Agent Memory Governance
Haoyu Wang, Guangyuan Dong, Liang He, Zijing Zhang, Jiachen Luo, Chao Xue, Chuang Liu

and Hao Tang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9677

When Similar Means Different: Evaluating LLMs on Arabic–Hebrew Cognates
Junhong Liang, Noor Abo Mokh and Bashar Alhafni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9709

Better Retrieval, Worse Robustness: How Multi-hop RAG Amplifies Upstream ASR Errors
Zhenghua Bao . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9742

Prefilling-dLLM: Predictive Prefilling for Long-Context Inference in Diffusion Language Models
Jing Xiong, Qi Han, Shansan Gong, Yunta Hsieh, Boyuan Zheng, Chengyue Wu, Chaofan Tao,

Chenyang Zhao and Ngai Wong . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9757

T-Mem: Memory That Anticipates, Not Archives
Weidong Guo, Dakai Wang, Zixuan Wang, Hui Liu and Yu Xu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9775

Promptology: A Large-Scale Systematic Analysis of Prompt Elements and Contextual Factors in Argu-
ment Generation

Maximilian Maurer, Ana Lisboa Cotovio, Matteo Melis, Julia Romberg, Aldo Costa and Gabriella
Lapesa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9794

ToolWeave: Structured Synthesis of Complex Multi-Turn Tool-Calling Dialogues
Dinesh Khandelwal, Gnana Prakash Punnavajhala, G P Shrivatsa Bhargav, Gaurav Pandey, Sa-

chindra Joshi, Hima Karanam and Dinesh Raghu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9827

Deep and shallow biases in language models
An Vo, Vy Tuong Dang, Khai-Nguyen Nguyen, Emilio Villa-Cueva, Thamar Solorio, Anh Totti

Nguyen and Daeyoung Kim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9862

Discourse Dependency: A Continuous Criterion for Translation Difficulty
Ahrii Kim, Chanjun Park and Seong-heum Kim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9887

From Visual Cues to Spoken Narration: Rethinking Audio Description
Akshita Gupta, Aditya Arora, Federico Tombari, Marcus Rohrbach and Anna Rohrbach . . . . 9913

Read the Paper, Write the Code: Agentic Reproduction of Social-Science Results
Benjamin Kohler, David Zollikofer, Johanna Einsiedler, Alexander Miserlis Hoyle and Elliott Ash

9939

Do MLLMs Really See It: Reinforcing Visual Attention in Multimodal LLMs
Siqu Ou, Tianrui Wan, Zhiyuan Zhao, Junyu Gao and Xuelong Li . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9981

Beyond a Single Story: Meta-Reviewing Sparse and Incomplete User-generated Contents for Recom-
mendation

Hongren Wang, Tianjun Wei, Yingpeng Du, Jie Zhang and Theng Yin Leng . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9998

lix



Post-hoc Alignment of LLM-judges to Human Judgment Distribution
Sebastian Steindl, Nikos Voskarides, Alberto Gasparin and Diego Marcheggiani . . . . . . . . . 10014

Time is Not a Label: Continuous Phase Rotation for Temporal Knowledge Graphs and Agentic Memory
Weixian Waylon Li, Jiaxin Zhang, Xianan Jim Yang, Tiejun Ma and Steven Y. Guo . . . . . . . 10038

From Profiles to Steering Vectors: Global Sparse Priors and Local Semantic Calibration for Persona-
lized Text Generation

Liuji Chen, Zeyu Zhang, Xinyuan Zhang, Shuai Nie, Qiang Liu, Shu Wu and Liang Wang 10062

Large Language Models Systematically Favor Popular Options: Evidence and Mitigation Across MCQs
Abdelrahman Abdallah, Mohammed Ali, Bhawna Piryani, Mahmoud Abdalla and Adam Jatowt

10083

Polyglot Teachers: Evaluating Language Models for Multilingual Synthetic Data Generation
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