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Preface

Field Matters is a workshop focused on the various applications of NLP methods to field linguistics
and the analysis of field data. The primary pursuit of linguistic fieldwork is to document and describe
languages. The former typically involves building a corpus and other resources for the language
community, the latter ideally aims to produce a reference grammar. Advances in technology have enabled
vast quantities of media to be recorded. These recordings (sound and/or video) require annotation and
analysis for further linguistic research or resource development. This is often done manually. This
processing bottleneck can be significantly sped up with computational methods. NLP research focuses
on developing methodology for different tasks that show significant performance in high-resource
languages, allowing the automation of various routine tasks. The processing burdens faced by field
linguists present a natural opportunity to marry NLP practices with the workflow of a field linguist.
Similarly, the future development of NLP methods could gain from the linguistic diversity and unique
tasks encountered during the description/documentation efforts.

With these in mind, Field Matters aims to provide a platform to deepen the dialogue between
Computational and Field Linguists. Our workshop is hosted by the 19th Conference of the European
Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics in Rabat, Morocco.

Field Matters 2026 continued to provide field linguists expert reviews, a distinct feature of the review
process introduced two years ago. Each paper was assigned a field linguist alongside minimally two
computational linguists. Analyzing the difference in reviews of field linguists and NLP researchers,
we have seen that reviewers provide different perspectives and give more diverse and fruitful feedback:
while field linguists pay attention to how practical this application could be or how well it fits in the idea
of the workshop, NLP specialists comment on how relevant and accurate chosen methods are.

After the hard process of reviewing all submissions, the program committee chose seven papers for a
poster or oral presentation at the workshop. Accepted papers illustrate the main idea of our workshop:
how field linguistics may benefit from using contemporary methods of computational analysis and
how the NLP community may evolve its methods with the help of under-resourced languages. More
specifically, chosen papers cover the following topics:

* Tools for fieldwork, including a language documentation tool and guidelines for human-computer
interaction in the field of sociolinguistics;

* Creation of various corpora (both spoken and written);

» Speech and text processing tools for under-resourced languages and dialect variants;

* Phonology study with machine learning tools.
We are incredibly grateful to the Field Matters program committee, who worked on peer review to give
meaningful comments for each submission and made this workshop possible. We want to thank the
invited speaker, Alexis Palmer, Associate Professor at the University of Colorado Boulder. We would

also like to acknowledge all the authors who submitted their papers to our workshop, and we hope to
continue to serve as a link between NLP specialists and field linguists.
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