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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of the 1st Workshop on Grounding Language Models: Learning Faithfully
and Efficiently (GroundLM 2026), held in conjunction with EMNLP 2026. GroundLM brings together
researchers and practitioners interested in the principles, methods, benchmarks, and applications that
help language models use evidence faithfully and communicate the basis of their outputs.

The workshop addresses grounding in a broad sense, including retrieval- augmented generation, mul-
timodal and visual evidence, scientific and technical reasoning, tool use, attribution, uncertainty, and the
evaluation of factuality and reliability. A central goal is to connect advances in model capability with
auditable behavior: systems should not only produce useful answers, but should also be able to identify,
use, and justify the evidence on which those answers depend.

We received 147 submissions across the GroundLM tracks. The regular main-paper track accepted
56 papers, corresponding to an acceptance rate of approximately 38.1%. These proceedings also contain
24 Findings papers and 10 shared-task system reports, which represent additional contributions selected
through their respective evaluation processes. Together, the papers in this volume reflect a wide range of
perspectives, from new datasets and benchmarks to modeling techniques, empirical studies, and practical
systems for grounded language understanding and generation.

The program is complemented by invited talks from Freda Shi (University of Waterloo and Vector
Institute), Lei Li (Carnegie Mellon University), Krzysztof Czarnecki (University of Waterloo), Valenti-
no Maiorca (Institute of Science and Technology Austria), Danae Sanchez (University of Copenhagen),
Anya Belz (Dublin City University), Iryna Gurevych (Technical University of Darmstadt), Ivan Titov
(University of Edinburgh), and Sina Zarriefl (University of Bielefeld). We are also grateful to the pane-
lists for the discussion of open challenges in grounding: Sina Zarriel (University of Bielefeld), Carolin
Lawrence (NEC Laboratories Europe), Amin Shabani (RBC Borealis), Dirk Hovy (Bocconi Universi-
ty), and Krisztian Balog (University of Stavanger and Google DeepMind). Their participation makes
the workshop a place not only to present results, but also to exchange ideas across the language, vision,
information retrieval, and scientific machine learning communities.

This program would not have been possible without the time and expertise of our area chairs and
program committee members. We sincerely thank them for their careful deliberation, detailed reviews,
and constructive guidance throughout the evaluation process. We are equally grateful to all authors for
contributing their work and for engaging with the workshop community.

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of Tencent and RBC Borealis. Their sponsorship
has helped make the workshop and these proceedings possible. We also thank our invited speakers,
panelists, organizing committee, and all volunteers who contributed to the preparation of the program
and the final publication.

We hope that these proceedings will serve as a useful reference for the community and inspire further
work toward language models that are capable, grounded, faithful, transparent, and auditable.

GroundLLM 2026 Workshop Organizers
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