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Introduction

Welcome to the proceedings of the 9th International Conference on Natural Language and Speech Pro-
cessing (ICNLSP 2026).

Every volume of proceedings serves a dual purpose. In its most visible form, it is an archive of scientific
progress. More fundamentally, though, it is a record of our community’s changing curiosities. The papers
selected in these pages reflect not just what our field can solve today, but what we are choosing to care
about next.

In response to clear feedback from our participants —with the vast majority of our authors express-
ing a preference for virtual participation— this year’s conference, originally planned as a hybrid event,
transitioned to a fully online format, ensuring our research remains widely accessible across geographic
boundaries.

This year, we received 98 submissions from 29 countries. Following a rigorous double-blind peer-review
process, forty 40 papers were selected for presentation (40.8%). While these metrics reflect the focused
scope and high selectivity of our venue, the true scientific value of these proceedings resides in the sub-
stance of the papers themselves.

We owe a debt of gratitude to our Program Committee and reviewers, who devoted their time and exper-
tise evaluating each submission with great care. We appreciate their thoughtful evaluations and generous
commitment of time.

Our sincere thanks go to all submitting authors. Regardless of the review outcome, every submission
contributes meaningfully to the advancement of our field.

Finally, we express our appreciation to DataScientia for its willingness to host the conference and for its
vital support throughout our transition from a hybrid to a virtual conference.

We hope these proceedings serve as both a reliable reference for current practice and a catalyst for future
ideas across our research community.

Mourad Abbas and Abed Alhakim Freihat
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