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Preface

It is with great pleasure that we present the proceedings of the Networking Symposium
on Natural Language Processing in Ibero and Latin America (LANLP), co-located with
LREC 2026 in Palma de Mallorca. This inaugural symposium was established to fill a critical
historical gap: providing a dedicated forum for researchers across the Iberian Peninsula and
Latin America to share initiatives, corpora, and tools.

The Ibero-American region represents a vast and diverse linguistic landscape, encompassing
major world languages such as Spanish ( 558M speakers) and Portuguese ( 267M speakers),
alongside tens of millions of speakers of indigenous languages including Quechua, Guaraní,
Nahuatl, and Aymara. Despite this cultural richness, over 88% of the world’s languages remain
unsupported by modern language technologies. This networking event directly addresses that
disparity by fostering community-driven resource development and evaluation for both major
and minoritized languages.

The emergence of Large Language Models (LLMs) represents a pivotal shift for our
community, moving the region from the passive consumption of Northern-centric models
to the active development of localized foundation models. While this era presents
challenges—such as digital scarcity, algorithmic colonialism, and "language domination"—it
also offers unprecedented opportunities for innovation:

• Technological Sovereignty: Initiatives like ILENIA and ALIA projects demonstrate the
feasibility of building regional foundation models that prioritize regional specificity and
language inclusion.

• Efficiency and Equity: Our research agenda emphasizes Small Language Models
(SLMs) and synthetic data to mitigate linguistic inequalities.

• Trustworthy AI: The community is prioritizing privacy, accountability, and cultural
alignment, ensuring that deployment in high-stakes environments like healthcare is both
robust and ethically grounded.

These proceedings reflect a research agenda where linguistic diversity and technical robustness
are inseparable. The success of this symposium is built upon the synergy of established
ecosystems, including SEPLN, PROPOR, AmericasNLP and CLARIAH-ES. By weaving
together these varied perspectives—from computer science to the digital humanities—we aim
to amplify the potential of our current research capabilities on a global stage.

We hope these proceedings serve as a catalyst for long-term engagement, converting short-
term networking into durable cross-regional collaboration and ensuring that Ibero-American
languages thrive in the digital age.

The LANLP 2026 Organizing Committee

Eugenio Martínez Cámara, Luis Chiruzzo, Pablo Gamallo, Rafael Muñoz, and German Rigau
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