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Preface

In recent years, Artificial Intelligence, and in particular Large Language Models (LLMs),
have moved from promising innovations to transformative forces shaping research, industry,
and society at large. This rapid integration has intensified discussions not only around
technological capabilities, but also around the governance of data, data protection, authorship,
and accountability on a global scale. As these systems become foundational infrastructures, the
legal and ethical implications of their development and deployment have become more complex
and more urgent across jurisdictions.

Against this backdrop, a joint workshop is organized at LREC 2026, bringing together two
previously distinct but highly complementary venues: the Workshop on Legal and Ethical
Issues in Human Language Technologies (LEGAL2026) and the Workshop on Computational
Approaches to Language Data Pseudonymization, Anonymization, De-identification, and Data
Privacy (CALD-pseudo 2026). By merging these two workshops, this edition explicitly fosters a
deeper integration of legal, ethical, and technical perspectives on data governance and privacy
in language technologies.

Reconciling innovation with compliance remains a challenge in an increasingly diverse
regulatory landscape. While approaches may differ in structure and enforcement, the data
protection frameworks of different world regions remain a point of vigilance for the advancement
of Al. Japan’s Act on the Protection of Personal Information (APPI), South Korea’s Personal
Information Protection Act (PIPA), Brazil's Lei Geral de Prote¢édo de Dados Pessoais (LGPD),
and state-level instruments in the United States such as the California Consumer Privacy Act
(CCPA) and the California Privacy Rights Act (CPRA) all reflect this trend. Similarly, countries
such as Morocco, through Law 09-08, demonstrate that the establishment of legal frameworks
governing personal data is now a widespread and shared priority, even as implementation
models and levels of maturity vary.

Within this context, questions surrounding de-identification, pseudonymization, and the
assessment of re-identification risk are no longer theoretical concerns but concrete technical
and legal challenges, particularly in sensitive domains such as clinical data. Ensuring the
accessibility of research data while protecting personal and sensitive information remains a
central challenge, requiring approaches that effectively conceal identities while preserving
usability and semantic value for downstream research tasks. The detection of indirect personal
identifiers and the behavior of embedding representations with respect to personal data further
illustrate the complexity of safeguarding privacy in modern Al systems. At the same time, new
approaches seek to leverage LLMs themselves to assess privacy sensitivity and to support
more robust evaluation of privacy-aware systems, while also accounting for potential biases
introduced through pseudonymization processes.

Beyond personal data, the rise of generative and adaptive Al systems also brings to the
forefront complex questions of intellectual property rights, liability, and transparency. lIssues
of authorship, ownership, and derivative works now intersect with algorithmic generation,
challenging traditional notions of originality and rights allocation. In response, jurisdictions are
progressively enacting Al-specific legal instruments, most notably the European Union’s Al Act,
which sets harmonized rules for trustworthy and accountable Al.

The increasing use of synthetic data for Al development and fine-tuning introduces additional
opportunities, but also raises important legal and ethical questions regarding data provenance,
risk mitigation, and compliance. These developments highlight a broader shift from data
protection as a constraint toward data governance as an enabling framework for responsible
innovation. More broadly, the need to preserve utility and semantic integrity while limiting the



exposure of identifiable entities reflects an ongoing tension between innovation and protection,
particularly in light of adversarial re-identification risks.

Held as part of the LREC 2026 Conference, this joint workshop provides a forum for
researchers, legal experts, and practitioners to explore the evolving relationship between
language technologies and regulatory frameworks worldwide. By explicitly combining the
LEGAL and CALD-pseudo communities, the workshop strengthens interdisciplinary exchange
and enables a more comprehensive discussion of pseudonymization, data protection, and
privacy-preserving technologies.

This year’s program reflects a strong focus on privacy-aware methodologies, value-preserving
data processing, and compliance-by-design approaches, including the integration of legal
requirements into user-oriented infrastructures and consent management tools.

The workshop also addresses emerging concerns around authorship attribution and intellectual
responsibility in the age of generative Al, as well as broader governance challenges related to
data sharing, contractual frameworks, and the interoperability of infrastructures. The balance
between FAIR principles and data protection requirements remains a key issue, particularly in
the context of oral and cultural archives.

A notable theme this year is the growing importance of transparency and accountability
as system-level properties. The identification of structural compliance gaps and the
operationalization of regulatory requirements highlight the need to embed legal considerations
directly into the architecture of Al systems.

Ultimately, the workshop underscores the need for a holistic and international approach that
integrates technical innovation with legal and ethical responsibility. By fostering dialogue across
disciplines and jurisdictions, it aims to contribute to the development of trustworthy, compliant,
and socially responsible language technologies in a global context.

This volume presents the proceedings of the Joint Workshop on Legal and Ethical Issues in
Human Language Technologies (LEGAL2026) and Computational Approaches to Language
Data Pseudonymization, Anonymization, De-identification, and Data Privacy (CALD-pseudo
2026), co-located with LREC 2026. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all authors
for their valuable contributions, and to the Program Committee for their careful and dedicated
reviews. Our further thanks go to the generous support from the Swedish Research Council
through its funding to the research environment project Grandma Karl is 27 years old.

Workshop Organizers, April 2026
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