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Preface

Welcome to the proceedings of LLMs4SSH: Shaping Multilingual, Multimodal AI for the
Social Sciences and Humanities, held in conjunction with LREC 2026 in Mallorca, Spain, on
11 May 2026.

Large Language Models (LLMs) are rapidly evolving in terms of multilinguality, multimodality,
reasoning capabilities, and agentic behaviour. These developments have significantly advanced
the state of the art in language and data processing. However, despite their impressive
performance, current LLM-based technologies remain only partially aligned with the research
needs, methodological traditions, and epistemic values of the Social Sciences and Humanities
(SSH). Addressing this gap requires closer dialogue between the Language Technologies (LT)
community and SSH scholars, as well as careful consideration of the broader ethical, societal,
and interpretability challenges posed by these models.

The LLMs4SSH workshop aims to provide a dedicated forum for researchers and practitioners
working at the intersection of AI, Natural Language Processing, Digital Humanities, linguistics,
social sciences, cultural heritage, and related disciplines. The workshop explores how
multilingual, multimodal, and reasoning-oriented LLMs can support SSH research tasks,
including the processing of historically and culturally diverse materials, the interpretation of
complex narratives, and the analysis of social and cultural phenomena. At the same time, it
encourages critical reflection on the methodological implications of using LLMs in SSH contexts,
with particular attention to transparency, bias, representativeness, and responsible use.

This full-day workshop brings together experts from both LT and SSH communities to exchange
perspectives, share recent research, and identify key challenges and opportunities for future
collaboration. Through the contributions presented in these proceedings, LLMs4SSH seeks to
define research priorities and foster interdisciplinary approaches that shape the development of
LLMs in ways that better support SSH scholarship.

We hope that the workshop and these proceedings will stimulate further discussion and inspire
new collaborations toward developing language technologies that are not only powerful, but also
meaningful and responsible in the context of SSH research.

The Organizing Committee.
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