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Abstract

The second workshop on Language Models
for Low-Resource Languages (LoResLM 2026)
was held in conjunction with the 19th Confer-
ence of the European Chapter of the Associ-
ation for Computational Linguistics (EACL
2026) in Rabat, Morocco. This workshop
mainly aimed to provide a forum for re-
searchers to share and discuss their ongoing
work on language models (LMs) focusing on
low-resource languages and dialects, follow-
ing recent advancements in neural language
models and their linguistic biases towards high-
resource languages. LoResLM 2026 attracted a
notable interest from the natural language pro-
cessing (NLP) community, resulting in 55 ac-
cepted papers from 79 submissions. These con-
tributions cover a broad range of low-resource
languages from 13 language families and 11 di-
verse research areas, paving the way for future
possibilities and promoting linguistic inclusiv-
ity in NLP.

1 Introduction

Language models (LMs) have constituted a funda-
mental research area, beginning with basic n-gram
models in the 1950s (Shannon, 1951). These are
computational frameworks that leverage the gener-
ative probability of word sequences to execute nat-
ural language processing (NLP) tasks (Zhao et al.,
2023). Recent developments in LMs have predomi-
nantly transitioned toward neural language models
owing to their superior capabilities (Zhao et al.,
2023; Minaee et al., 2024). The creation of pre-
trained neural language models/transformers rep-
resents a pivotal achievement in LM research that
substantially improved NLP performance (Vaswani
et al., 2017; Devlin et al., 2019). This advance-
ment has additionally catalysed the emergence of
more sophisticated large language models (LLMs),
such as GPT, which comprise enormous numbers
of parameters pre-trained on massive text corpora,

achieving state-of-the-art natural language under-
standing and generation across diverse applications
(Touvron et al., 2023; Jiang et al., 2023).

Approximately 7,000 spoken languages exist
globally (van Esch et al., 2022). Nevertheless,
the majority of NLP research concentrates on
roughly 20 high-resource languages (Magueresse
et al., 2020). For instance, 63% of publications
at ACL 2008 centred on English (Bender, 2011),
and even ten years later, 70% of articles at ACL
2021 were evaluated exclusively in English (Ruder
et al., 2022). The countless other languages that at-
tract minimal research interest are typically termed
low-resource languages. These languages usually
lack adequate digital data and resources to facili-
tate NLP tasks. They are alternatively known as
resource-scarce, resource-poor, less computerised,
low-data, or low-density languages (Ranasinghe
et al., 2025a).

Given that LM capabilities are fundamentally
shaped by the properties of their pre-training lan-
guage corpora, resource disparities are similarly
reflected within the models. For example, numer-
ous prevalent transformer models (e.g., BERT (De-
vlin et al., 2019), RoBERTa (Liu et al., 2019), BART
(Lewis et al., 2020), and T5 (Raffel et al., 2020))
accommodate only English. Nonetheless, the cross-
lingual capacities of transformers have enabled
multilingual models (e.g., mBERT (Devlin et al.,
2019), XLM-R (Conneau et al., 2020), mT5 (Xue
et al., 2021), and BLOOM (Scao et al., 2022)), per-
mitting low-resource languages to gain advantages
from other languages via joint learning strategies.
Notwithstanding this advancement, these models
are generally constrained to approximately 100 lan-
guages due to the curse of multilingualism (Con-
neau et al., 2020). In response to this limitation,
creating monolingual models (e.g., Sinhala-BERT
for Sinhala (Ranasinghe et al., 2025b), PhoBERT
for Vietnamese (Nguyen and Tuan Nguyen, 2020),
and BanglaBERT for Bangla (Bhattacharjee et al.,
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2022)) represents another emerging trend recently
established to advance research in low-resource
languages.

Several common factors constrain low-resource
NLP research. A primary challenge is insufficient
data availability, as most model performance relies
substantially on the volume of training data (Het-
tiarachchi et al., 2024). Even recent neural LMs
with multilingual capabilities typically exhibit sub-
optimal performance when pre-training data for a
specific language is scarce or absent (Ahuja et al.,
2022; Hettiarachchi et al., 2023). Furthermore,
the lack of benchmark datasets designed for low-
resource languages tends to skew most model evalu-
ations toward high-resource languages (Blasi et al.,
2022; Ranasinghe et al., 2024; Chen et al., 2026).

Notably, numerous ongoing initiatives aim to
promote research on low-resource languages and
reduce bias in NLP methodologies that favour high-
resource languages (Chakravarthi et al., 2022; Ojha
et al., 2023; Melero et al., 2024). We organised the
inaugural Workshop on Language Models for Low-
Resource Languages (LoResLM 2025) to further
advance this momentum. LoResLM 2025 (Het-
tiarachchi et al., 2025a) concentrated specifically
on LM-based methodologies for low-resource lan-
guages, soliciting submissions across a wide array
of topics, including corpus creation, benchmark
development, LM construction or adaptation, and
exploring LM applications for low-resource lan-
guages (Hettiarachchi et al., 2025b). Building on
the success of LoResLM 2025, we organised the
second edition of this workshop (LoResLM 2026)1

co-located with EACL 2026 to continue strengthen-
ing research in this vital area. Section 2 presents an
overview of the workshop contributions, emphasis-
ing language and task/research area coverage. We
encourage you to refer to the complete papers avail-
able in the proceedings for more comprehensive
information.

2 Workshop Contributions

As the second iteration of the workshop, LoResLM
2026 received 79 submissions. Among these, we
accepted 55 papers, including 44 long papers and
11 short papers, to appear in the workshop pro-
ceedings, following the review process. A detailed
overview of the accepted papers, including their
distribution across languages and research areas, is
presented in the following sections.

1Available at https://loreslm.github.io/home

Figure 1: Distribution of LoResLM 2026 papers across
language families.

2.1 Languages
As illustrated in Figure 1, the papers accepted
to LoResLM 2026 cover languages from 13 dis-
tinct language families, reflecting a broad linguis-
tic scope. Compared to the previous edition, sub-
missions this year introduced six additional fami-
lies: Austroasiatic, Dravidian, Kartvelian, Kra-Dai,
Nilo-Saharan, and Uralic, demonstrating an expan-
sion in both participation and research diversity.

Similar to the previous edition, the Indo-
European family remains the most represented,
accounting for approximately half of the over-
all language coverage. Contributions span nine
branches within this family, with Indo-Aryan lan-
guages emerging as the most prominent subgroup,
representing 24% of the total coverage within the
workshop’s focus area.

The remaining papers are distributed across a
range of other language families. Sino-Tibetan,
Uralic, Dravidian, Niger-Congo, Afro-Asiatic, and
Austronesian each contribute roughly 5–7% of
the coverage, forming a middle tier of representa-
tion. Additional families, including Austroasiatic,
Kartvelian, Koreanic, Kra-Dai, Nilo-Saharan, and
Turkic, appear with smaller shares of 1–2%, pro-
viding comparatively limited yet valuable diversity
across linguistic contexts.

652

https://loreslm.github.io/home


Table 1: Coverage of NLP areas and languages in workshop papers. Languages are colour-coded by language
family, using the same colour scheme as in Figure 1.
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Languages

(Nyalang, 2026) ✓

Garo, Kokborok,
Meitei, Mizo,
Naga, Nyishi
Assamese
Khasi, Pnar

(Ravikiran et al., 2026) ✓ Hindi
(Yadav, 2026) ✓ Hindi

(H and Nardi, 2026) ✓ Hindi, Nepali, Urdu,
Arabic

(Devadiga and Chopra, 2026) ✓ Tulu
(Margova and Penkov, 2026) ✓ Bulgarian
(Zehady et al., 2026) ✓ Bangla
(Tairu and Adebesin, 2026) ✓ Yoruba

(Keita et al., 2026) ✓ Zarma,
Bambara

(Das, 2026) ✓ Kamtapuri
(Lasandi and Jayatilleke, 2026) ✓ Sinhala
(Hasan et al., 2026) ✓ Bangla
(Negoit, ă et al., 2026) ✓ Romanian
(Olusanya, 2026) ✓ Yoruba
(Creanga and Dinu, 2026) ✓ Romanian
(Kazi and Khoja, 2026) ✓ Urdu
(Panahi et al., 2026) ✓ Farsi
(McInerney et al., 2026) ✓ Irish
(Umar et al., 2026) ✓ Nupe
(Gundam and Mamidi, 2026) ✓ Telugu
(Utama et al., 2026) ✓ Balinese
(Mehak et al., 2026) ✓ Sindhi
(Gallagher and Heyer, 2026) ✓ Georgian

(Trivedi et al., 2026) ✓ Burmese,
Armenian

(Mgonzo et al., 2026) ✓ Sukuma
(López-Otal and Gracia, 2026) ✓ Aragonese
(Yazdani et al., 2026) ✓ Persian

(Vidal-Gorène et al., 2026) ✓
Armenian, Greek
Georgian
Syriac

(Raihan et al., 2026) ✓

Bangla, Russian,
Portuguese, Spanish
Thai
Arabic

(Perovic and Mihajlov, 2026) ✓ Serbian
(Navasardyan et al., 2026) ✓ Armenian
(Jakubauskaitė and Alhama, 2026) ✓ Lithuanian
(Poritski et al., 2026) ✓ Belarusian
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Languages

(Salim et al., 2026) ✓ Indonesian, Javanese,
Sundanese

(Basoz et al., 2026) ✓

Afrikaans, Hindi,
Marathi
Telugu,
Indonesian,
Hausa,
Korean

(Sachs, 2026) ✓ ✓ Indonesian
(Tran et al., 2026) ✓ ✓ Marathi
(Yadav et al., 2026) ✓ Maithili
(Chubakov, 2026) ✓ Kyrgyz
(Znotins, 2026) ✓ Latvian
(Liang and Chen, 2026) ✓ Cantonese
(Sälevä and Lignos, 2026) ✓ Finnish, North Sámi

(Xu and Kim, 2026) ✓

Estonian, Finnish
Hungarian,
Komi-Zyrian,
North Sámi
Russian

(Elboher and Pinter, 2026) ✓ Hebrew
(Verkijk and Vossen, 2026) ✓ Early Modern Dutch
(Gonçalves et al., 2026) ✓ Luxembourgish

(Miani et al., 2026) ✓
Old English,
Old High German,
Old Norse,
Old Saxon

(Rosenbaum et al., 2026) ✓ Hebrew

(Staffini, 2026) ✓

Emilian-Romagnol,
Friulian, Ladin,
Ligurian, Lombard,
Neapolitan,
Piedmontese,
Sardinian, Sicilian,
Tarantino, Venetian

(Jamaluddin et al., 2026) ✓ Hindi, Odia, Urdu
(Rafid et al., 2026) ✓ Bangla

(Abubacar et al., 2026) ✓ ✓

Gujarati, Hindi,
Marathi, Sinhala
Tamil, Telugu,
Estonian

(Compaore et al., 2026) ✓ ✓ Mooré
French

(Ouedraogo et al., 2026) ✓ ✓ Mooré
French

(Gurav et al., 2026) ✓ ✓
Gujarati, Hindi,
Marathi
Tamil, Telugu
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A detailed summary of LoResLM 2026 papers,
including language-level information, is presented
in Table 1. In total, the accepted papers cover 82
distinct languages across the 13 families, highlight-
ing strong community engagement with a wide
range of languages and promoting opportunities
for expanded multilingual and inclusive modelling
efforts in future.

2.2 Research Areas

The papers accepted to LoResLM 2026 span 11
NLP research areas, in alignment with the call-for-
papers themes commonly adopted by leading NLP
conferences during 2024–2025. Table 1 presents
the distribution of accepted papers across these
areas, illustrating the breadth of topics addressed
within the workshop.

The largest share of contributions falls under
NLP and LLM Applications, with 16 accepted pa-
pers, making it the most prominent research area
this year. Language Modelling emerges as the sec-
ond most represented topic with 12 papers, fol-
lowed by Machine Translation and Translation
Aids, with 10 papers. All remaining research areas
received fewer than 10 accepted papers, reflecting a
more distributed yet diverse range of contributions.

A comparison with LoResLM 2025 (Figure 2)
reveals notable shifts in research focus. NLP
and LLM Applications demonstrates substantial
growth, indicating increasing interest in applied
and deployment-oriented work. Phonology, Mor-
phology and Word Segmentation also shows con-
siderable expansion compared to the previous edi-
tion. Positive growth trends are further observed
in Language Modelling, Machine Translation and
Translation Aids, and Syntactic Analysis (Tagging,
Chunking, Parsing). In contrast, areas such as
Ethics, Bias, and Fairness, Information Retrieval
and Text Mining, Linguistic Insights Derived using
Computational Techniques, Question Answering,
and Sentiment Analysis, Stylistic Analysis, Opin-
ion and Argument Mining remain relatively stable
across the two editions, suggesting a steady en-
gagement, while Lexical Semantics exhibits a slight
decline in representation this year.

3 Conclusions

The second workshop on Language Models for
Low-Resource Languages (LoResLM 2026) re-
flects growing engagement from the NLP com-
munity, receiving 79 submissions and accepting

55 papers. The accepted papers demonstrate sub-
stantial linguistic diversity, covering 82 distinct
languages across 13 language families. Consis-
tent with broader trends in NLP research, Indo-
European languages remain the most represented.
In addition to linguistic breadth, the workshop
spans 11 NLP research areas, with NLP and LLM
Applications and Language Modelling emerging
as the most prominent themes within the context
of neural language models for low-resource lan-
guages. We believe the findings and resources from
LoResLM 2026 will open exciting new avenues for
advancing linguistic diversity and inclusivity across
a wide range of low-resource languages.

The future iterations of LoResLM aim to fur-
ther broaden linguistic and research diversity. We
encourage stronger representation from underrepre-
sented language families, such as Turkic, Kra-Dai,
and Indigenous languages of the Americas. Ex-
panding beyond text-based approaches remains an-
other key direction, with increased interest in mul-
timodal and speech-oriented research, as well as in
studies of low-resource dialects and regional lan-
guage varieties. In terms of research areas, we aim
to diversify research topics, encouraging work in
areas such as information extraction, lexical seman-
tics, and dialogue systems, which are critical for
many practical applications. Through these direc-
tions, we hope LoResLM will continue to expand
the reach and inclusivity of language technologies
for diverse linguistic communities worldwide.
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