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Introduction

Multimodal machine learning has advanced significantly in recent years, driven by rapid progress in com-
puter vision, speech processing, and natural language processing. However, much of this progress has
focused on high-resource languages, particularly English. The availability of labelled datasets, benchma-
rks, and computational tools remains limited for low-resource languages, especially those spoken across
Asia, Africa, Europe, and South America. This scarcity presents significant challenges for developing
robust multimodal systems capable of understanding and processing content in regional and underrepre-
sented languages. The Fifth Workshop on Multimodal Machine Learning in Low-resource Languages
(MMLow 2026), co-located with AACL-IJCNLP 2026 in Hengqin, China, continues a workshop series
initiated in 2022. The workshop provides a forum for researchers and practitioners to exchange ideas and
present advances in multimodal data fusion, representation learning, and applications involving regional
and low-resource languages. It aims to address the persistent scarcity of datasets, tools, and evaluation re-
sources while fostering research directions that support future developments and real-world applications.
The workshop welcomed submissions on a broad range of topics, including multimodal sentiment and
emotion analysis in regional languages; hate speech, misogyny, offensive content, and troll or political
meme detection; multimodal data fusion and representation learning; benchmark datasets and evaluation
methodologies for low-resource multimodal tasks; fake news and misinformation detection in regional
languages; speech-text and vision-language modelling for low-resource languages; and data collection
and annotation methods for safer social media and content moderation. MMLow 2026 also featured two
shared tasks: Multi-Level Political Meme Classification, which focused on classifying political memes
at multiple levels, and Identifying Misogynistic Videos in Dravidian Languages, which addressed the
detection of misogynistic content in videos featuring Dravidian languages. These shared tasks encou-
raged systematic evaluation and provided opportunities for researchers to explore practical solutions to
challenging multimodal language understanding problems. The workshop received 18 submissions, of
which 11 papers were accepted following a rigorous review process, corresponding to an acceptance rate
of 61.1%. We sincerely thank all authors and shared-task participants for their valuable contributions.
We are also grateful to the programme committee members for their timely, and constructive reviews,
and to the AACL-IJCNLP 2026 workshop chairs for their guidance and support.
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