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Introduction

Welcome to the eighth edition of the NLLP (Natural Legal Language Processing) Workshop, co-located
with the 2026 Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language Processing (EMNLP). The NLLP
workshop series explores methods and applications of NLP for the Legal Domain by focusing on original
research on legal data and data with legal relevance. The rapid advancement of NLP is fundamentally
transforming the legal domain, powering new capabilities in legal reasoning, information access, and
decision support. Automation has become essential in the practice of law, and by its very nature, the
practice of law (including its enforcement) necessarily involves the analysis and interpretation of langua-
ge.

We organized this workshop to bring together researchers and practitioners from NLP, machine lear-
ning and other artificial intelligence disciplines together with legal practitioners, researchers and policy
makers who develop or use NLP techniques. This is an exciting opportunity to expand the boundaries
of our field by identifying new problems and exploring new data as it interacts with the full inventory
of NLP and machine learning approaches. In this spirit, the Organizing and Program Committees were
assembled to include researchers from both academia and industry, from NLP and legal backgrounds.

We were interested in the following types of papers: (1) Applications of NLP methods to tasks
specific to the legal domain; (2) Legal Reasoning and Generation; (3) Tasks, Resources, Evaluation and
Benchmarking for Legal NLP; (4) Methods for applying Large Language Models (LLMs) to the legal
domain; (5) Methodological innovations for legal tasks; (6) Tasks, Resources and Evaluation for NLP
in the Legal domain; (7) NLP for Online Platforms, Social Media and Regulations; (8) Systems, Demos
and Industry Applications; and (9) Interdisciplinary position papers.

We received a record number of submissions. In total, we received 161 submissions, out of which we
accepted for publication 51 papers for an overall acceptance rate of 31.6%. The includes 9 submissions
from ARR (ACL Rolling Review) — papers that have received reviews and meta-review via the ARR
system — of which 6 were accepted for publication. In keeping with past year’s, we allowed authors to
submit their papers for review for non-archival publication, which allows later publication in an archival
venue and 9 papers selected this option.

This edition additionally featured a shared task: ChildSafeAds — Commercial Content in Child-
Facing YouTube Videosthat attracted 59 participants. The proceedings contain 4 shared task system
descriptions and the shared task report. This task is about building components for a platform focused
on commercial content that reaches minors on video platforms. The components of the platform classify
what is being sold, categorize it, and reason about the advertising-law concerns it raises.

The papers in this year’s edition of the workshop cover a total of 15 languages and jurisdictions,
showcasing the broad reach and diversity of the workshop’s topic. This includes new data sets for legal
NLP in lower resource languages such as Nepali, Thai, Greek or Vietnamese.

Continuing the trend from past years, multiple papers covered the creation of new benchmarks for
legal tasks including case/information retrieval, creating motion response pairs, obligation extraction,
summarization and reasoning.

Application areas include information retrieval and search (case, evidence or statutory retrieval, com-
pliance validation, grounding), information extraction, citation verification and inference, question an-
swering, generation or classification of documents or clauses.

We note a specific focus this year on reasoning models and applications of LLMs for reasoning
tasks. Additionally, several papers incorporate knowledge graphs or neuro-symbolic reasoning in LL.Ms
for adapting them to legal tasks.

We remain excited to highlight the diverse array of legal texts examined in the workshop’s papers
including case law, complaints, statutory texts, acts, regulations, official gazettes, administrative law,
contracts, NDAs, terms and conditions, licenses or legal essays.

We thank everyone who expressed interest in the workshop, all authors of submitted papers, the
86 members of the Program Committee who did an excellent job at reviewing papers given a short
turnaround time, everyone attending the workshop and the EMNLP 2026 conference for hosting the
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workshop. We thank our sponsors: Bloomberg and the European Research Council Starting Grant project
HUMANads.

The NLLP Workshop organizers.
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