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Abstract

Formal representations of legal text can ground
conversational legal assistants in structured,
verifiable knowledge rather than relying solely
on a language model’s latent understanding.
A key bottleneck in building such representa-
tions is extracting the underlying legal "deter-
minations" from natural language documents.
We investigate whether large language mod-
els can perform this extraction directly via
prompting. We prompt six open-weight mod-
els to extract determinations from chunked
sections of the document, and evaluate their
output against a manually built gold standard
using both character-level and semantic met-
rics, in both gold-to-predicted and predicted-
to-gold directions, alongside a novel pseudo-
precision/recall formulation. Results show that
models vary substantially in schema confor-
mance, output length, and number of determi-
nations retrieved, with no single model domi-
nating across all metrics: some achieve stronger
semantic alignment with gold determinations,
while others better preserve one-to-one corre-
spondence in the reverse direction.
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