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Preface

We are pleased to welcome you to NLP4Ecology 2026, the 2nd edition of the International
Workshop on Ecology, Environment, and Natural Language Processing. Following a successful
first edition, which confirmed a rapidly growing community interested in the intersection of NLP
and ecology, this year’s workshop takes place on May 12th, 2026, co-located with LREC 2026
in Palma de Mallorca, Spain. The larger venue and its broader audience provide an important
opportunity to further expand the visibility and impact of this initiative.

NLP4Ecology is designed to be a venue for publication and exchange between the Natural
Language Processing (NLP) community and researchers and practitioners from a wide range
of disciplines. It aims to explore how computational linguistics and NLP tools, methods,
and applications can contribute to addressing urgent environmental issues - not only climate
change, which has received the most research attention so far due to its visibility and
quantifiability, but also broader ecological crises affecting humans, non-human animals, and
ecosystems worldwide. Tackling these issues requires interdisciplinary collaboration, and the
NLP community has an important role to play in this effort.

The workshop continues to stimulate an interdisciplinary space at the intersection of
computational linguistics and environmental and ecological research. The contributions in this
edition are primarily rooted in NLP and applied computational methods, while also attracting
(eco-)linguistic perspectives on environmental discourse, including the analysis of narratives,
constructions, and framing. In this context, the workshop aims to support the development of
new research directions and collaborations, and to encourage critical reflection on the role of
language technologies in actively shaping environmental knowledge and discourse.

This year’s program reflects both continuity and growth. We received a total of 22 submissions,
all of which underwent a double-blind review process. In the end, 14 papers were accepted,
corresponding to an overall acceptance rate of 63%. We are deeply grateful to the members of
our Program Committee for their careful and constructive evaluations, which were essential in
shaping a diverse and high-quality program.

The workshop features a keynote lecture by Leonie Bossert, whose work at the intersection
of environmental ethics and philosophy of technology offers an enlightening perspective on
questions of responsibility, technology, and human-nature relations.

The accepted papers reflect a range of approaches to environmental language and data.
Several contributions focus on sustainability communication and ESG reporting, addressing
challenges such as greenwashing detection, readability, and alignment with reporting standards.
Others examine environmental discourse and narratives, including climate disinformation,
media coverage of extreme events, and the analysis of historical and multilingual corpora. A
number of papers investigate the role of large language models in ecological contexts, with
particular attention to evaluation, interpretability, and explanatory capabilities, as well as their
alignment with ecological values. Additional contributions address applied NLP tasks, including
corpus construction in lower-resource settings, biodiversity data processing, and retrieval-based
approaches to environmental information. The contributions draw on a variety of data sources,
including social media content, news corpora, sustainability and ESG reports, biodiversity
databases, and historical travel narratives. This diversity of data highlights the wide range of
contexts in which environmental language is produced and interpreted, and supports a more
comprehensive understanding of how ecological issues are communicated across domains.

Regarding linguistic and geographical diversity, the accepted papers reflect a broad range of
languages and research contexts, including English, German, Russian, and Vietnamese, as
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well as multilingual evaluation settings. The contributing authors are affiliated with institutions
across multiple countries, including Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Spain,
Greece, Cyprus, and the Philippines, among others.

Organizing a workshop of this kind requires the support and collaboration of many people. We
would like to sincerely thank our Program Committee members again for their time and expertise,
as well as all authors for their submissions and contributions. Finally, we thank all participants
for being part of this second edition and for helping to build a growing research community at
the intersection of NLP and ecology.

NLP4Ecology 2026 Organizing Committee

Francesca Grasso
Valerio Basile
Cristina Bosco
Muhammad Okky Ibrohim
Maria Skeppstedt
Manfred Stede

May 2026
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