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Preface

Non-Literal Expressions (NLEs) in natural language are a reflection of fundamental cognitive
processes such as analogical reasoning and categorisation, and are deeply rooted in everyday
communication. NLEs understanding is therefore an essential task for language modeling. This
task is especially challenging because it cannot be tackled by falling back on individual word
meanings, but requires taking into account larger chunks of surrounding text or even contextual
information. At the same time, it is important because the reliable processing of NLEs is relevant
for optimizing downstream tasks like translation and summarization.

This workshop focuses on understanding of Non-Literal Expressions. While most of the earlier
work on NLEs had been devoted to metaphor and metonymy, recent activities target other forms
of NLEs as well, e.g., hyperbole (deliberate exaggeration), litotes (understatement), rhetorical
questions, and irony. Humanly annotated corpora for NLEs have very recently started becoming
available to the research community and may serve as the basis for data-driven approaches
to NLEs processing, with the interrelated goals of first identifying and then interpreting such
expressions. Such data is mostly of high linguistic quality, but still very limited in size. Thus,
the workshop’s focus is on adaptation of Language Models (LMs) and Deep Learning (DL) for
processing of Non-Literal Expressions with limited high-quality data, since such constructs still
pose big identification and processing challenges in natural language analysis tasks.

The workshop features contributions which focus on the use of techniques like self-training for
leveraging unlabelled data, as well as in work that focuses on the incorporation of external
linguistic resources and knowledge injection to enrich features, and also in research that
describes work on utilisation of multitask learning with the aim to benefit from related tasks.

The workshop also wants to discuss alternative approaches which may elaborate on the use
of pre-trained Language Models (LMs) as a foundation and the application of techniques like
contrastive learning and clustering to identify challenging examples within the data, the ultimate
aim of the workshop being to highlight the necessity of high-quality data, as well as cross-lingual
datasets.
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