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Preface

Welcome to the 7th Workshop on Open-Source Arabic Corpora and Processing Tools
(OSACT2026), co-located with LREC 2026. This workshop brings together researchers and
practitioners working on Arabic Natural Language Processing (NLP), with a focus on open-
source resources, tools, and systems that advance the state of the art in Arabic language
technologies.

Arabic NLP continues to present unique and exciting challenges, driven by the rich
morphological complexity of the language, the diversity of its dialects, and the growing demand
for high-quality tools and resources across a wide range of applications. At the same time, the
rapid advancement of Large Language Models (LLMs) has opened new research directions,
raising important questions about their effectiveness, limitations, and adaptability for Arabic.

For this edition, we received 35 submissions covering a broad range of topics. After a
thorough double-blind review process, we accepted 16 papers, yielding an acceptance rate
of approximately 46%. The accepted papers are organized into two main thematic sessions:
the first focusing on Sentiment Analysis, Information Retrieval, and Language Resources, and
the second on Machine Translation, Dialects, and LLM Applications.

In addition, the workshop hosted five shared tasks spanning Arabic politeness detection,
Islamic inheritance reasoning, speech dictation with automatic diacritization, humor generation,
and sentiment analysis. These shared tasks attracted a total of 33 system paper
submissions, reflecting the strong community engagement and growing interest in building
shared benchmarks and evaluation frameworks for Arabic NLP.

We thank the members of the program committee for their thorough and thoughtful reviews.
We also thank the organizers of LREC 2026 for their continued support. Most importantly, we
thank all the authors and participants whose contributions and enthusiasm made this workshop
a vibrant and valuable venue for the Arabic NLP community.

Hend Al-Khalifa
Mo El-Haj
Saad Ezzini
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