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Preface

PoliticalNLP 2026 is the third edition of the international workshop dedicated to the intersection
of Natural Language Processing, political science, legal studies, media analysis, and
computational social science. Following the success of PoliticalNLP 2022 at LREC in Marseille
and PoliticalNLP 2024 at LREC-COLING in Torino, this third edition takes place on 16 May
2026 at the Palau de Congressos de Palma, Mallorca, Spain, as a half-day hybrid workshop co-
located with the Joint International Conference on Language Resources and Evaluation (LREC
2026).

This year’s workshop is organised around the theme of Trust, Transparency & Generative Al
in Political Discourse Analysis. Large Language Models (LLMs) and generative Al systems
have rapidly transformed the landscape of computational political analysis. On the one hand,
they offer unprecedented capabilities for processing, interpreting, and generating political text
at scale; on the other, they introduce pressing concerns regarding bias, cultural representation,
explainability, misinformation amplification, and the integrity of democratic discourse.

The workshop received submissions addressing a broad range of topics, reflecting both the
depth and diversity of contemporary political NLP research. These include the analysis of
political stances, narratives, and media framing in news outlets and social media platforms;
the capabilities and limitations of LLMs for cross-lingual political discourse analysis; Al policy,
governance, and regulatory frameworks; parliamentary and legislative NLP; hate speech
detection and civil discourse modelling; culturally-aware and culturally-adaptive language
models; and methodological questions of reproducibility and transparency in computational
social science.

The accepted papers reflect the growing maturity and breadth of the field. They draw on a rich
variety of corpora, languages, and methodological approaches, and their findings carry direct
relevance to questions of political communication, governance, and civic technology. Several
contributions engage explicitly with the ethical dimensions of deploying NLP tools in politically
sensitive contexts and collectively they signal a community that is increasingly attentive to the
real-world stakes of its methods and findings.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all authors who submitted their work to PoliticalNLP 2026.
The quality and diversity of this year’s submissions were particularly encouraging. We are
deeply indebted to the members of the Programme Committee, whose careful and thorough
reviews were indispensable to the selection process. We thank the LREC 2026 organising
committee for their continued support in hosting this workshop, and ELRA for their commitment
to publishing and disseminating open language resources research. Finally, we are grateful to
all participants — both in-person in Mallorca and joining remotely — whose engagement and
intellectual curiosity make PoliticalNLP a vibrant and welcoming research community.

We hope that these proceedings serve as a valuable reference and a catalyst for continued
collaboration across the disciplines of NLP, political science, media studies, legal informatics,
and computational social science. We look forward to a stimulating day of discussion.

Haithem Afli
General Chair, PoliticalNLP 2026
ADAPT Centre, Munster Technological University, Ireland
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