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Preface

Welcome to the 15t Workshop on Creating Interoperable Corpora of Historical Newspapers
(PressMint), held on May 16, 2026, in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, as part of the 15" biennial
Language Resources and Evaluation Conference (LREC 2026).

While historical newspapers are a goldmine for researchers in linguistics, history, and social
sciences, they often suffer from a lack of interoperability. This workshop represents a milestone
for the PressMint project — a CLARIN flagship initiative — which aims to build a multilingual, TEI-
encoded, and standardized set of corpora covering European press from around the start of the
20™ century. By bringing together over 20 partners across Europe, the project aims to bridge
the gap between isolated national archives and a unified, transnational research infrastructure.

For this inaugural edition, we received 17 submissions. Following a rigorous double-blind peer
review process, the program committee decided to accept 14 papers, resulting in an 82%
acceptance rate. These contributions reflect a high standard of scholarship, with an average
score of approximately 3.81/5 across the accepted submissions. Three papers were presented
orally, including the project overview paper, one paper representing data modelling and another
one discussing data processing. 11 papers were presented as posters.

The program of the workshop highlights the geographic and thematic breadth of the PressMint
community. The authors represent a diverse array of countries, including Austria, Bulgaria,
Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland and Ukraine.
The presented papers explore critical dimensions of historical data processing, including corpus
construction, interoperability and standards, technical challenges and user perspectives.

We are especially honored to welcome our invited speaker, Maud Ehrmann from Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), whose pioneering work in the digital humanities
provides a vital context for our efforts in newspaper processing.

The success of this workshop is due to the hard work of many. We are deeply grateful to our
Program Committee for their detailed and constructive reviews, which ensured the high quality
of these proceedings. We also thank CLARIN ERIC and the PressMint project for their ongoing
support. Finally, we would like to thank the workshop participants for joining us.

We hope these proceedings serve as a valuable resource for the community and inspire further
collaboration in the preservation and analysis of our shared European history.
We hope you enjoyed the workshop and Mallorca as much as we did!

— Maciej Ogrodniczuk, Petya Osenova and Tanja Wissik
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Invited Talk

Beyond Borders: Connecting Historical Media at Scale with
Impresso

Maud Ehrmann

Abstract

Mass digitisation has transformed historical research by producing vast machine-readable
corpora — notably historical newspapers and broadcasts — making full-text search and text
mining-based enrichments standard tools for retrieval and exploration. Yet digitised collections
remain fragmented, siloed by media type, language, institution, and national boundary, and the
transformative potential of studying them together, at scale and across borders, remains
unrealised.

Overcoming this fragmentation requires more than aggregation. Connectivity is the core
ambition of Impresso — Media Monitoring of the Past: not simply consolidating collections, but
semantically enriching and linking them, and ensuring legally grounded access through
interfaces designed for historical research.

This talk presents Impresso’s strategy for connecting historical media collections from over
twenty European cultural heritage institutions along four interdependent dimensions. First, data
governance: cross-border access to copyright-protected collections demands frameworks that
balance institutional control with researcher needs, amid concerns around Al and data reuse.
Second, data interoperability: processing and indexing diverse collections at scale requires
reconciling heterogeneity in format, levels of granularity and quality, and archival structures.
Third, data processing: connecting information requires semantic enrichment and linking across
languages and modalities within a multilingual embedding space. Fourth, interface design:
transnational and transmedia discovery requires versatile research affordances — from
human-centred exploration to fully programmatic, data-driven inquiry — as provided by the
Impresso WebApp and Datalab.

Together, these efforts outline a model for connecting historical media responsibly at scale,
ensuring that access extends beyond institutional borders, semantic enrichment spans
languages and modalities, and scholarly inquiry is supported by versatile interfaces.

Speaker Bio

Maud Ehrmann is a research scientist and lecturer at the Digital Humanities Laboratory
(DHLAB) of the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland. Her research
sits at the intersection of natural language processing, digital humanities, and historical
document processing, with a focus on named entity recognition and linking, semantic
enrichment, and the large-scale processing of historical media collections. She works on
Impresso, a series of two interdisciplinary research projects that uses machine learning to
advance the processing, semantic enrichment, exploration, and study of historical media across
modalities, time, languages, and national borders. She has co-initiated and co-organises the
series of HIPE shared tasks on historical document processing, originally centered on named
entity processing, and now extending to relation extraction and OCR post-correction.
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