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Preface

The seventh workshop on Resources for African Indigenous Languages (RAIL) was held in
Palau de Congressos de Palma, Palma de Mallorca, Spain, on 12 May 2026. It was co-located
with the 15th edition of the Language Resources and Evaluation Conference (LREC 2026),
which took place from 11 to 16 May 2026.

The RAIL workshop series is an interdisciplinary platform for researchers working on resources
such as Natural Language Processing tools, Human Language Technologies, data collections,
and annotations, specifically targeted towards African indigenous languages. It aims to create
the conditions for the emergence of a scientific community of practice that focuses on data, as
well as tools, specifically designed for or applied to indigenous languages found in Africa. Many
African indigenous languages currently have no or very limited resources available, and they
are often structurally different from well-resourced languages, requiring the development and
use of specialised techniques. By bringing together researchers from different fields, such as
computational linguistics, sociolinguistics, and language technology, to discuss the development
of language resources for African indigenous languages, we hope to boost research in these
fields.

The theme of this seventh RAIL workshop was “creating resources for less-resourced African
languages”. It aimed to bring together researchers interested in showcasing their research
and thereby boosting the field of African indigenous languages. This provided an overview
of the current state-of-the-art and emphasised the availability of African indigenous language
resources, including both data and tools. The workshop also facilitated information sharing
among researchers interested in African indigenous languages and started discussions on
improving the quality and availability of the resources.

For the seventh RAIL workshop, in total, 20 high-quality submissions were received. Out of
these, 13 submissions were selected for presentation in the workshop. All submissions received
at least three reviews using a double-blind review process. As organisers, we would like to thank
the authors of all submissions for submitting high quality material, and the programme committee
for their in-depth review of the submissions and for providing useful recommendations to the
authors.

This RAIL workshop took place as a half-day workshop. Each presentation consisted of 15
minutes for papers (including time for discussion). This publication adheres to South Africa’s
DHET’s 60% rule, as authors in the proceedings come from a wide range of institutions.
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