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Preface

Recent studies show that the number of children and adults facing difficulties in reading and
understanding written texts is steadily growing. Reading challenges can show up early on
and may include reading accuracy, speed, or comprehension to the extent that the impairment
interferes with academic achievement or activities of daily life. Various technologies (text
customization, text simplification, text-to-speech devices, and screening for readers through
games and web applications, to name a few) have been developed to help poor readers to
get better access to information as well as to support reading development. Among those
technologies, text adaptations are a powerful way to leverage document accessibility by using
NLP techniques.

Thus, the growth of educational and assistive technologies for reading, aimed at enhancing
the performance of individuals with reading difficulties, intellectual disabilities, or reading in
a second language, provides an important setting for automated text simplification (ATS)
research, which is one the key strategies for enhancing text accessibility. Nevertheless, ATS
research often remains insufficiently grounded in the practical realities of education and disability
contexts, thereby reducing the number of evaluations conducted with these target groups and
constraining the integration of theoretical principles from education and accessibility research
into ATS systems. This READIXTSAR workshop aims to present state-of-the-art applications
and approaches in technology-enhanced reading along with innovations in text accessibility with
the aim of bringing together these two strands of research. The workshop addresses specialized
technology, tools, and resources, their impact on learning to read and comprehension, and
innovative works spanning research to fieldwork, particularly in light of recent Al advances.

READIXTSAR is co-located with LREC 2026, the 15th edition of the Language Resources and
Evaluation Conference, held in Palau de Congressos de Palma, Palma de Mallorca (Spain), on
11-16 May 2026. READIXTSAR is a joint initiative between two previous workshops of mutual
interest: Tools and Resources for REAding Dlfficulties (READI, hosted at LREC 2020,22,24) and
Text Simplification, Accessibility and Readability (TSAR, EMNLP 2022,24,25, RANLP 2023).
This year at LREC, the organising committee and programme committee of the two events
have merged to deliver a joint event, uniting accessibility research communities under a common
umbrella. Whereas the TSAR community is more oriented towards text simplification technology
and the production of NLP methods for advancing the state of the art in text simplification,
the READI community is oriented towards the development of novel tools and resources for
improving the understandability of written documents. By uniting these two communities for
a collaborative event, we hope to share mutual experiences and best working practices in
our fields of interest fostering new collaborations and developing capacity for future research
avenues of mutual benefit.

We received 24 submissions to the workshop, of which none were desk rejected. All 24
submissions were submitted for peer review, with each submission receiving two or three peer
reviews from the programme committee, with papers aligned to reviewer expertise. Additionally,
each paper was assigned to an expert member of the organising committee to coordinate
reviews and make a provisional decision. All decisions were ratified by the full organising
committee, with a total of 17 papers accepted of which 6 papers were accepted as oral
presentation and 11 as poster presentations. This gives an acceptance rate of 70.83%, which
is in line with previous editions of READI and TSAR. The organising committee aimed to offer
developmental feedback based on reviewer suggestions to ensure that camera ready versions
of all papers were of high quality when presented to the workshop audience.

The authorship of the accepted works are geographically diverse, with authors from across



Europe and beyond (Switzerland, France, Belgium, Portugal, UK, Spain, The Netherlands, Italy,
Germany, Japan, UAE, USA). Topics of the accepted papers ranged from: novel methods and
evaluation metrics for aspects of text simplification (6 papers); novel studies on the nature of
readability including LLM-mediated texts (6 papers); studies at the intersection of simplification
and readability investigating the interplay between these related phenomena (2 papers); and
studies on representational aspects of complexity in models and embeddings (3 papers). The
papers also exhibited linguistic diversity in the texts studied and evaluated. Whereas English
was the primary language of study for 9 accepted papers, submissions also were accepted
which studied French (3), Portuguese (2), Arabic (1), German (1) and Galician/Spanish (1).

The organisers extend their thanks to the authors who kindly submitted their work to our
workshop, and to our program committee members, the reviewers and the additional reviewers
who did a thorough job evaluating submissions. We would also like to acknowledge the
participants of the workshop who attended both the oral and poster sessions. We would like
to thank the committee of the DeTermlt workshop, with whom we co-ordinated our programme
to ensure that participants could benefit from a full day of presentation of simplification and
readability related presentations.

The organisers also wish to acknowledge the participation of the iRead4Skills and iDEM projects
within the workshop, both of which provided an invited speaker to discuss the accessibility
focussed research arising from each project.

Finally, we wish to acknowledge the work of the LREC organising committee and particularly
the workshop chairs in selecting and supporting our workshop in the LREC 2026 programme of
events.

The READIXTSAR Organising Committee
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