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Introduction

We are excited to welcome you to REALM 2026, the Second Workshop on Research on Agent Language
Models, held in conjunction with EMNLP 2026 on October 29, 2026, in Budapest, Hungary.

Recent developments and incidents involving frontier Al systems have highlighted both the rapid progress
of Al agents and the growing challenges surrounding their reliability, safety, and real-world deployment.
Given the increasing importance and complexity of agentic systems, the REALM Workshop aims to
bring together researchers, practitioners, and thought leaders from the ACL community to discuss the
current landscape, key challenges, and future directions of Al agents.

This year’s program includes 7 keynote talks, 1 panel discussion, 6 oral presentations, and 2 poster
sessions. The workshop features a mix of remote and live presentations and discussions, allowing for a
diverse and inclusive exchange of ideas.

This year, we received 264 submissions. Every submission was reviewed by at least three reviewers. In
selecting papers for the program, we carefully considered the reviews and comments provided by the
reviewers. We are grateful to the members of our Program Committee for their thoughtful and thorough
reviews, which played an essential role in shaping a strong and balanced technical program.

We accepted 164 papers (acceptance rate=62%): 6 oral (top 2%), 9 spotlight (top 6%), and 149 poster
presentations.

A sucessful workshop requires advice, support, and enthusiastic participation of many parties, and we
have a big ‘thank you’ to say to all of them. Regarding the program, we thank our seven invited speakers,
Maria Brbi¢ (EPFL), Vishrav Chaudhary (Meta Superintelligence Labs), Marc-Alexandre C6té (Micro-
soft Research), Graham Neubig (OpenHands / Carnegie Mellon University), Manling Li (Northwestern
University), Baptiste Roziere (Mistral Al), and Perouz Taslakian (McGill University / Mila) for their
inspiring talks.

We extend special thanks to EMNLP Workshop chairs, ACL staff, and volunteers for their work in
coordinating and supporting the many workshops held alongside the main conference. We also thank
EMNLP for hosting our workshop.

We once again thank our program committee members for generously contributing their time and exper-
tise to the review process and helping us select an excellent technical program.

Finally, we thank all the authors who submitted their work to REALM 2026 and all the participants
joining us in Budapest and remotely. Your contributions and participation make the workshop a success
and continue to advance the growing research areas of LLM Agents.

We hope you enjoy REALM 2026!

Ehsan Kamalloo, Nicolas Gontier, Nikolai Rozanov, Maryam Hashemzadeh, and Akhil Arora
— Program Co-Chairs
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