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Preface

Welcome to the second edition of the Speech and Audio Language Models Workshop (SALMA 2026),
held in Budapest, Hungary, on October 28, 2026, co-located with EMNLP 2026.

Speech and audio are among the most natural, information-dense, and temporally grounded forms
of human communication, yet they remain under-explored within mainstream large language model re-
search. SALMA focuses on approaches that treat speech and audio as first-class linguistic modalities,
covering the architectural design, training paradigms, data creation, alignment, and evaluation of lar-
ge audio-language models across speech, non-speech sounds, music, and mixed audio. Following the
inaugural edition at ICASSP 2025, this second edition brings the NLP and speech/audio communities
together around shared architectures, objectives, benchmarks, and evaluation practices.

This year, we received 41 direct submissions and 7 papers committed through ACL Rolling Review
(ARR). We accepted 19 papers (6 oral and 13 poster presentations), an acceptance rate of 40% over 47
papers (excluding one withdrawn submission). Of these, 13 papers appear in these proceedings, and
6 non-archival papers are presented at the workshop only. The accepted papers cover a broad range
of topics, including the safety of audio-language models, multilingual and low-resource speech recogni-
tion and understanding, code-switched speech, speech-to-speech translation, expressive speech synthesis,
neural audio codecs, audio reasoning benchmarks, and accessibility applications.

We are grateful to the 49 members of our program committee for their careful and timely reviews,
to all the authors who submitted their work, and to the EMNLP 2026 workshop chairs and the ACL
publication chairs for their support.

We hope you enjoy the workshop!

The SALMA 2026 Organizers
Santosh T.Y.S.S., Sreyan Ghosh, Ramani Duraiswami, Shinji Watanabe, Siddhant Arora, Sonal Kumar,
Yossi Adi, Dinesh Manocha, and Leibny Paola Garcia Perera
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