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Introduction

We are very pleased to welcome you to the 8th edition of the workshop for typology-related research
and its integration into multilingual Natural Language Processing (SIGTYP 2026). The workshop is
co-located with the 19th Conference of the European Chapter of the Association for Computational
Linguistics (EACL 2026), which takes place in Rabat, Morocco.

Encouraged by the 2019 — 2025 workshops, the aim of the eigth edition of SIGTYP workshop
is to act as a platform and a forum for the exchange of information between typology-related research,
multilingual NLP, and other research areas that can lead to the development of truly multilingual NLP
methods. The workshop is specifically aimed at raising awareness of linguistic typology and its potential
in supporting and widening the global reach of multilingual NLP, as well as at introducing computa-
tional approaches to linguistic typology. It fosters research and discussion on open problems, not only
within the active community working on cross- and multilingual NLP but also inviting input from leading
researchers in linguistic typology.

The workshop provides focused discussions on a range of topics, including the following:

1. Integration of typological features in language transfer and joint multilingual learning. In addi-
tion to established techniques such as “selective sharing”, are there alternative ways to encoding
heterogeneous external knowledge in machine learning algorithms?

2. Development of unified taxonomy and resources. Building universal databases and models to
facilitate understanding and processing of diverse languages.

3. Automatic inference of typological features. The pros and cons of existing techniques (e.g. heu-
ristics derived from morphosyntactic annotation, propagation from features of other languages,
supervised Bayesian and neural models) and discussion on emerging ones.

4. Typology and interpretability. The use of typological knowledge for interpretation of hidden re-
presentations of multilingual neural models, multilingual data generation and selection, and typo-
logical annotation of texts.

5. Improvement and completion of typological databases. Combining linguistic knowledge and auto-
matic data-driven methods towards the joint goal of improving the knowledge on cross-linguistic
variation and universals.

6. Linguistic diversity and universals. Challenges of cross-lingual annotation. Which linguistic phe-
nomena or categories should be considered universal? How should they be annotated?

In addition, this year we have introduced a novel theme: using LLMs for typological studies. Can
LLMs be utilised to formulate or prove typological hypotheses? Are they capable of making useful
cross-linguistic generalisations?

The final program of SIGTYP contains 2 keynote talks, 6 archival papers, 2 EACL Findings and
2 extended abstracts, intertwined with linguistic trivia elements. This workshop would not have been
possible without the contribution of its program committee, to whom we would like to express our
gratitude! We also thank Terry Regier and Jennifer Culbertson for kindly accepting our invitation to be
keynote speakers. Finally, we are also very thankful to Vilém Zouhar who offered his help in running the
in-person part of the workshop.

Wishing you a wonderful time at SIGTYP 2026!

Ekaterina Vylomova, Priya Rani, Andrei Shcherbakov on behalf of the SIGTYP 2026 Program Co-
Chairs
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Keynote Talk
A Keynote talk by Terry Regier

Terry Regier
University of California, Berkeley
2026-03-29 16:00:00 — Room: SALLE LE LIXUS

Bio: Terry Regier is a cognitive scientist and linguist whose research investigates language, mea-
ning, and cognition. He is best known for his work exploring word meanings across languages, examining
how word meanings reflect and sometimes shape thought and perception. Regier’s lab integrates compu-
tational modeling, cross-linguistic data, and behavioral experiments to study universals and variation in
semantic domains such as color, kinship, number, and spatial relations. His research contributes to un-
derstanding how languages evolve, and how language and cognition are influenced by cultural diversity.



Keynote Talk
A Keynote talk by Jennifer Culbertson

Jennifer Culbertson
University of Edinburgh
2026-03-29 09:30:00 — Room: SALLE LE LIXUS

Bio: Jennifer Culbertson is Professor in the Department of Linguistics and English Language at
the University of Edinburgh. She is a founding member of the Centre for Language Evolution, with her
research focusing on how typological universals are shaped by properties of human cognition. She is
best known for her work investigating universals of word order and morphological categories using the
experimental method of Artificial Language Learning.
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Modality Matching Matters: Calibrating Language Distances for Cross-Lingual
Transfer in URIEL+

York Hay Ng, Aditya Khan, Xiang Lu, Matteo Salloum, Michael Zhou, Phuong
H. Hoang, Seza Dogruoz and En-Shiun Annie Lee

Session 3: Findings

ParsTranslit: Truly Versatile Tajik-Farsi Transliteration
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