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Preface

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the First Workshop on NLP and LLMs for the Iranian Language
Family (SilkRoadNLP 2026), held as a half-day workshop on March 29, 2026, at EACL 2026 in Rabat,
Morocco.

As the first ACL-affiliated workshop dedicated to the Iranian/Iranic linguistic family, we are excited to
bring together linguists (both computational and non-computational), AI researchers, and community
experts to foster open collaboration and promote culturally informed, inclusive, and ethical approaches
to multilingual Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Large Language Models (LLMs).

We received 18 submissions, out of which 14 papers were accepted. Of these, 6 will be presented as oral
presentations, and 8 as posters, resulting in an acceptance rate of 33% for the former and 44% for the
latter. We regret that the Internet blackout in Iran—which began on January 8th, 2026—prevented many
in Iran from submitting their research to us and caused profound worry for Iranians in the diaspora who
were unable to contact their family and friends. In future editions of SilkRoadNLP, we hope to welcome
our Iranian colleagues who were unable to join us.

Despite these difficulties, contributions to SilkRoadNLP covered a broad range of Iranic languages, de-
monstrating the community’s desire and need for a space of its own within the broader NLP community.
Although the most represented language is—as expected—(Iranian) Persian, our program covers lesser-
represented languages and varieties such as: Dari (Afghan Persian), Dezfuli, Esfahani, Hazaragi, Kabuli,
Kalhori (Kurdish), Khorasani, Luri Bakhtiari, Pashto, Semnani, Shirazi, Shughni, Tajiki (Tajik Persian),
Tonekaboni, Yazdi, and Zoroastrian Dari. Beyond just linguistic diversity, this list also showcases the
orthographic diversity of the Iranian language family, as only four possess a formal, standardized ortho-
graphy (Iranian Persian, Dari, Tajiki, and Pashto), two use the Tajik-Cyrillic script (Tajik and Shughni),
and one is exclusively orally transmitted (Zoroastrian Dari).

In terms of topics, the papers at SilkRoadNLP focus on key areas such as: dataset curation for low-
resource languages, culturally-aware sentiment analysis, automatic speech recognition, and the reasoning
and comprehension capabilities of LLMs. In lieu of an invited speaker or panel, we end our program
with a community discussion on the future of Iranic NLP.

We are very thankful to our program committee, authors, and the EACL Workshop Chairs for their con-
tributions which have allowed us to develop a robust inaugural workshop. We look forward to stimulating
presentations and discussions at SilkRoadNLP 2026, and hope this workshop inspires continued efforts
in Iranic NLP.

SilkRoadNLP 2026 Organizers
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