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Preface

These proceedings include the program and papers that are presented at the ninth workshop
on Universal Dependencies, held in conjunction with LREC on May 16, 2026.

Universal Dependencies (UD) is a framework for cross-linguistically consistent treebank
annotation that has so far been applied to over 180 languages. With the goal of enabling both
comparative linguistic studies and multilingual natural language processing, the framework aims
to capture similarities as well as idiosyncrasies among different languages. Since the first UD
workshop in 2017 in Gothenburg, the UD workshops bring together researchers working on UD
to reflect on the theory and practice of UD, its use in research and development, and its future
goals and challenges. This year’s workshop, The Ninth Workshop on Universal Dependencies
(UDW 2026), is held in conjunction with LREC 2026 in Mallorca, Spain.

We received 42 submissions of which 29 regular and three non-archival submissions were
accepted. As in previous instances of the UD workshop, accepted submissions cover a broad
range of papers related to UD, including introduction of new treebanks, discussion of specific
linguistic constructions, the applications of UD for certain languages and language families, and
the use cases of UD for linguistic research and natural language processing.

We are honored to have two invited speakers at UDW 2026: Marie-Catherine de Marneffe
(FNRS — UCLouvain) with a talk on “ Diversity in NLP: why, what, where and how”, and Stephen
Mayhew (Duolingo) with a talk on “Universal NER: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants”. We
would also like to thank the UDW 2026 Program Committee for their timely and meticulous
reviews.

We are looking forward to a productive and engaging workshop!

Gagn Coltekin, Kaja Dobrovoljc and Joakim Nivre
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Invited Talks

Universal NER: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants
Stephen Mayhew, Duolingo

The huge success of Universal Dependencies has been an inspiration for similar projects. One
such descendant is Universal NER, a large-scale, multilingual, shared-schema named entity
recognition project, in the works since 2020. This talk will cover a brief history of the project,
the philosophy behind the data, the tagset, and the annotations, as well as details on the data
itself, including the latest release, Universal NER v2, presented at LREC 2026.

Diversity in NLP: why, what, where and how
Marie-Catherine de Marneffe, CENTAL - UCLouvain / FNRS

Diversity has become an advocated property of NLP datasets and systems. However, its use
remains largely ad hoc, with limited theoretical grounding and definitions and measures that
vary across studies. In this talk, | will describe a recent survey with colleagues of 308 diversity-
related papers from the ACL Anthology. We propose an NLP-specific framework organized
around four perspectives: why diversity matters, what is measured, where it is measured, and
how, drawing from insights from other scientific fields where the concept of diversity has been
thoroughly conceptualized. | will also look at UD from these perspectives.
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