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Preface

We are excited to welcome you to WASP at AACL-IJCNLP 2026, the Fourth Workshop for Artificial
intelligence for Scientific Publications. This year the workshop is being held online on November 10,
2026.

Building on the success of the previous Workshops for Artificial Intelligence for Scientific Publi-
cations at IJCNLP-AACL 2022, 2023, and 2025, the Fourth Workshop on Artificial intelligence for
Scientific Publications (WASP) at AACL-IJCNLP 2026 aims to establish itself as a pivotal platform
for promoting discussions and research in the field of Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI). This gathering brings together esteemed experts and renowned organizations with
students and early-career researchers who are interested and invested in efforts to extract and mine the
world’s scientific knowledge from research papers. Their collaboration focuses on developing advanced
algorithms, models, and tools that lay the foundation for future machine comprehension of scientific
literature. The fourth iteration of WASP specifically concentrates on various topics related to Artificial
Intelligence research for/with scientific publications.

We especially welcome participation from academic and research institutions, government and in-
dustry labs, publishers, and information service providers. Projects and organizations using NLP/ML
techniques in their text mining and enrichment efforts are also welcome to participate. We strongly
encourage the participation of students, researchers, and science practitioners from diverse backgrounds.

WASP 2026 includes one shared task where we invite teams (individuals and groups) to tackle the
problem of recreating the partial citation graph from scientific figures, with AstroCLIMB: Astronomy
Citation Linking from Illustrations - a Multimodal Benchmark.

WASP 2026 received 43 submissions of which 25 were accepted (10 long papers, 5 short papers, and
10 shared task system papers). We are thankful to our program committee members for helping us curate
a strong WASP 2026 program.

On behalf of the program co-chairs:
Tirthankar Ghosal, Alberto Accomazzi, Kelly Lockhart, Felix Grezes, and Atilla Kaan Alkan.
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Invited Talk
Salience and Inquiry in Scientific Literature

Jessy Li
The University of Texas at Austin

Tuesday, November 10, 2026 –

Abstract: In this talk, we view the processing of scientific literature as an (implicitly) interactive discour-
se process: the reader is constantly abstracting out the most salient information, while staying inquisitive
about the content. I will discuss the role of questions, first in deriving information salience from resear-
ch documents. Using summarization as a behavioral probe, we reveal that across different lengths of
summaries, the questions that models tend to answer remain intriguingly consistent. Next, we show how
questions play important roles in connecting different pieces of a scientific document via generative di-
scourse models, and extend existing frameworks to multimodal settings, modeling the connections across
passages and figures. Finally, I will end the talk with brief discussions on AI review pilots at recent large
conferences.

Bio: Jessy Li (https://jessyli.com/) is an associate professor in the Linguistics Department and (by cour-
tesy) the Computer Science Department at the University of Texas at Austin. She received her Ph.D.
from the Department of Computer and Information Science at the University of Pennsylvania in 2017.
Her research interests are in computational linguistics and natural language processing, specifically di-
scourse and pragmatics, generation and evaluation, and language & code. She is a recipient of an NSF
CAREER Award, ACL and EMNLP Outstanding Paper Awards, an ACM SIGSOFT Distinguished Paper
Award, among others. Jessy is an AI research lead at the NSF-Simons CosmicAI Institute. She is also
the Secretary of NAACL, and a Program Chair of the EMNLP 2026 conference.
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Invited Talk
From General-Purpose LLMs to Grounded Tools for

Scientific Discovery
Pavlos Protopapas
Harvard University

Tuesday, November 10, 2026 –

Abstract: Large language models offer new ways to search, interpret, and synthesize scientific literature.
Yet their responses can reflect biases in their training data, uneven coverage of research, and claims that
are difficult to verify. How can we make these models useful while retaining control over the evidence
and reasoning behind their outputs? Drawing on two recent research projects, I will discuss building ap-
plications on top of NASA’s Astrophysics Data System (ADS) that connect language models to scholarly
sources and guide their use through explicit workflows. The talk will explore how retrieval, tool use,
and verification can help make outputs more transparent and assessable, while examining the limitations
that remain. The central question is how to design AI tools that support scientific judgment and allow
researchers to inspect and challenge their results.

Bio: Pavlos Protopapas is the Scientific Program Director for the master’s programs in data science and
computational science engineering at the Harvard John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied
Sciences. As an educator, he currently teaches the CS109 course series for basic and advanced data
science and a course in Machine Learning Operations at Harvard University. He previously taught the
capstone courses for the master’s programs, and also a course in deep reinforcement learning. His courses
are also available through the Harvard Extension School and on HarvardX. In addition he has participated
in data science schools around the world in Chile, Colombia, India, and Rwanda. Pavlos has a PhD in
theoretical physics from the University of Pennsylvania and his research interests are at the intersection
of astronomy, machine learning, and statistics.
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