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Introduction

Digital technologies have brought significant benefits to society, transforming how people connect, com-
municate, and interact. However, these same technologies have also enabled the dissemination and am-
plification of abusive and harmful content, such as hate speech, harassment, and misinformation. Given
the increased volume of content shared online, addressing abuse and harm at scale requires the use of
computational tools. Nevertheless, detecting and moderating online abuse is not only a technical pro-
blem, but remains a complex task with social, legal, and ethical challenges. The Workshop on Online
Abuse and Harms (WOAH) is one of the key venues dedicated to addressing these challenges through
interdisciplinary research and dialogue.

WOAH invites contributions from a range of fields, including natural language processing, machine
learning, computational social science, law, and social science fields. We explicitly encourage interdi-
sciplinary and cross-sectoral submissions, including both technical and non-technical work, as well as
research focusing on under-resourced languages and marginalized communities. We also provide space
for non-archival submissions and reports from civil society organizations to foster collaboration between
academic researchers and practitioners.

The 10th edition of WOAH will take place on October 29th, 2026 as part of EMNLP 2026 in Buda-
pest, Hungary. The special theme is Ten Years of WOAH: Reflecting on Progress and New Frontiers.
We reflect back on the past decade, as the workshop has developed and responded to shifting online har-
ms, from an early focus on text-based hate speech and harassment to more complex phenomena spanning
multiple modalities. The scope of the workshop has expanded in several ways, considering evolving
online harms and technologies and their impacts across difficult contexts, communities, and cultures.
The development of recommendation systems, shifting platform ecosystems, and generative Al have all
expanded the scale, scope, and diversity of harms. In response to these changes, research in WOAH has
addressed topics including misinformation, radicalisation, child sexual exploitation, algorithmic bias,
and privacy. The workshop has also charted several methodological turns, moving from monolingual
to multilingual and unimodal to multimodal, embracing advances in deep learning while emphasizing
interpretability. Despite this progress, there are still fundamental challenges. There is still limited con-
sensus on what constitutes “harm”, how context is used or thresholds are set, or the extent to which these
factors vary across cultures. Not only do these issues threaten the validity and generalizability of datasets
and models, but they can result in further discrimination and marginalization of affected communities.
Research has frequently prioritised detection, high-resource languages, and narrowly defined phenome-
na over intervention, global perspectives, and systemic or structural harms, with insufficient attention to
user agency, platform incentives, lived experience, and participatory approaches. These issues call for
critical self-reflection and a continued focus on improvement. As WOAH continues to be at the forefront
of efforts to address online harms, this edition reflects back on the lessons from the past decade, seeking
to consolidate our collective knowledge, identify enduring gaps, and better connect research, practice,
and policy to guide work on the next generation of online harms.

This year’s program features a selection of high-quality papers, presented through poster sessions and
lightning talks, alongside keynote presentations from distinguished researchers and practitioners in the
field. In total, we received 77 archival and 7 non-archival submissions, of which we accepted 39 (51%)
and 6 (86%), respectively. These works will be showcased through poster sessions and lightning talks,
facilitating both in-person and online participation, alongside keynote presentations delivered by Sara
Tonelli, Su Lin Blodgett, Sarah T. Roberts and Zeerak Talat.

We thank all our participants and reviewers for their work, and our sponsors for their support. We hope
you enjoy this year’s WOAH and the research published in these proceedings. We hope that WOAH 2026
serves as a platform for productive discussions, meaningful collaborations, and continued progress in
addressing online abuse and harms.
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Enjoy the workshop!

The WOAH 2026 Organizers

Agostina Calabrese (Cohere), Thomas Davidson (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Christine
De Kock (University of Melbourne), Urja Khurana (Delft University of Technology), Marta Marchio-
ri Manerba (University of Turin), Paloma Piot (Universidade da Corufia), Zeerak Talat (University of
Edinburgh)
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