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Introduction

Welcome to the Second Workshop on Sign Language Processing (WSLP-2026), held in Budapest, Hun-
gary, on 29 October 2026, co-located with the Conference on Empirical Methods in Natural Language
Processing (EMNLP 2026). WSLP brings together researchers, linguists, practitioners, and members
of Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing communities working at the intersection of natural language processing,
computer vision, and sign linguistics. Sign languages are not visual encodings of the surrounding spoken
language. They are independent natural languages in which handshape, orientation, movement, and loca-
tion combine with facial expression, eye gaze, and torso shift, often at the same time. That simultaneity
is linguistically ordinary and computationally inconvenient: most of the modelling toolkit inherited from
spoken-language NLP assumes a linear token stream. More than 430 million people worldwide live with
disabling hearing loss, and for a large part of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing community, sign languages
are the primary means of communication. The workshop exists to give under-resourced sign languages a
dedicated computational venue, and to treat sign language processing as a set of related problems: tran-
slation, recognition, spotting, corpus design, transfer, and evaluation, rather than as a single translation
benchmark.

The 2026 edition of the WSLP workshop at EMNLP widens the geographic range of the main pro-
gram while keeping Indian Sign Language as the shared-task language. Topics of interest this year
included sign language translation for low-resource and underrepresented languages; continuous and
gloss-free methods; multilingual, cross-modal, and zero-shot transfer; cultural and dialectal variation;
corpus creation and annotation practice; fairness, bias, and ethics; fingerspelling and isolated recognition
under sparse labels; and applications that support Deaf communities in low-resource settings.

In this edition, we accepted archival long papers (up to eight pages plus references) and short papers
(up to four pages plus references), reviewed double-blind through OpenReview, for publication in the
EMNLP 2026 workshop proceedings. We received 40 submissions and accepted 22 papers, an accep-
tance rate of 55%. Fifteen of the accepted papers are main-workshop research contributions; the rest are
official shared-task system descriptions. Main workshop papers proposes new corpora and first baselines
for Catalan, Uruguayan, Icelandic, Russian, and Bangla sign languages; compact gloss-free translation
under realistic compute budgets; isolated recognition and fingerspelling; and a cluster of diagnostic stu-
dies on what actually transfers when a checkpoint is moved from a high-resource sign language to a
low-resource one, on how annotation budgets should be spent, and on whether automatic metrics and
multimodal models are measuring the signed signal at all.

In addition to the research track, WSLP-2026 hosted three shared tasks on Indian Sign Language:
sentence-level translation from video or pose into English, isolated recognition over a large one-shot
vocabulary, and word/sign presence prediction in continuous sentence video. Public training data were
released on Hugging Face; official scoring was hosted on Codabench. Fifty-eight teams registered across
the three tracks and 19 submitted official systems (translation: 23 registered, 5 submitted; presence pre-
diction: 13 registered, 5 submitted; isolated recognition: 22 registered, 9 submitted). On the lexical
tracks, the systems that report usable official scores treat the problem as retrieval or temporal alignment
in a pose-embedding space. Translation submissions almost uniformly map pose sequences into a pre-
trained T5 decoder and obtain fluent English more readily than scores that can be trusted at the current
accuracy level. We thank every participating team. The shared-task overview and the accepted system
papers are included in these proceedings.

WSLP-2026 is a one-day workshop. Accepted papers are scheduled as oral presentations or posters
by the programme committee. The programme further includes the shared-task session.
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