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Introduction

This volume contains papers accepted for presentation at the 2nd Workshop on Collaboratively
Constructed Semantic Resources that took place on August 28, 2010, as part of the Coling 2010
conference in Beijing. Being the second workshop on this topic, we were able to build on the success
of the previous workshop on this topic held as part of ACL-IJCNLP 2009.

In many works, collaboratively constructed semantic resources have been used to overcome the
knowledge acquisition bottleneck and coverage problems pertinent to conventional lexical semantic
resources. The greatest popularity in this respect can so far certainly be attributed to Wikipedia.
However, other resources, such as folksonomies or the multilingual collaboratively constructed
dictionary Wiktionary, have also shown great potential. Thus, the scope of the workshop deliberately
includes any collaboratively constructed resource, not only Wikipedia.

Effective deployment of such resources to enhance Natural Language Processing introduces a pressing
need to address a set of fundamental challenges, e.g. the interoperability with existing resources, or
the quality of the extracted lexical semantic knowledge. Interoperability between resources is crucial
as no single resource provides perfect coverage. The quality of collaboratively constructed semantic
resources is a fundamental issue, as they lack editorial control and entries are often incomplete. Thus,
techniques for link prediction or information extraction have been proposed to guide the ”crowds” while
constructing resources of better quality.

We issued calls for both long and short papers. Seven long papers and one short paper were accepted
for presentation, based on the careful reviews of our program committee. We would like to thank
the program committee members for their thoughtful, high quality, and elaborate reviews, especially
considering the tight schedule for reviewing. The call for papers attracted submissions on a wide range
of topics showing that collaboratively constructed semantic resources are of growing interest in different
fields of Natural Language Processing.

The workshop aimed at bringing together researchers from different worlds, for example those using
collaboratively constructed resources as sources of lexical semantic information for Natural Language
Processing purposes such as information retrieval, named entity recognition, or keyword extraction, and
those using Natural Language Processing techniques to improve the resources or extract and analyze
different types of lexical semantic information from them. Looking at the final proceedings, we can
safely say that this goal has been achieved.

Iryna Gurevych and Torsten Zesch
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Invited Speaker:

Tat-Seng Chua, National University of Singapore

Title: Extracting Knowledge from Community Question-Answering Sites

Abstract: Community question-answering (QA) services, like Yahoo! Answers, contain a huge
amount of information in the form of QA pairs accumulated over many years. The informa-
tion covers a wide variety of topics on questions of great interests to and frequently asked by
the users. To make this huge amount of information accessible by general users, research
has been carried out to help users find similar questions with readily available answers.
However, a better approach is to organize all relevant QA pairs around a given topic into a
knowledge structure to help users better understand the overall topic. To accomplish this,
our research leverages on appropriate topic prototype hierarchy automatically acquired from
the Web or Wikipedia to guide the organization of the un-structured user-generated-contents
in community QA sites. More specifically, we propose a prototype-hierarchy based cluster-
ing algorithm that utilizes the category structure information, article contents of Wikipedia,
as well as distribution of relevant QA pairs around the topic based on a multi-criterion op-
timization function. This talk discusses our research to transform unstructured community
QA resources into knowledge structure.

Short Bio: Chua Tat-Seng the KITHC Chair Professor at the School of Computing, National
University of Singapore (NUS). He was the Acting and Founding Dean of the School of
Computing during 1998-2000. He joined NUS in 1983, and spent three years as a research
staff member at the Institute of Systems Science (now I2R) in the late 1980s. Dr Chua’s
main research interest is in multimedia information retrieval, in particular, on the analysis,
retrieval and question-answering (QA) of text and image/video information. He is currently
working on several multi-million-dollar projects: interactive media search, local contextual
search, and real-time live media search. His group participates regularly in TREC-QA and
TRECVID video retrieval evaluations. Dr Chua has organized and served as program com-
mittee member of numerous international conferences in the areas of computer graphics,
multimedia and text processing. He is the conference co-chair of ACM Multimedia 2005,
CIVR (Conference on Image and Video Retrieval) 2005, and ACM SIGIR 2008. He serves
in the editorial boards of:ACM Transactions of Information Systems (ACM), Foundation
and Trends in Information Retrieval (NOW), The Visual Computer (Springer Verlag), and
Multimedia Tools and Applications (Kluwer). He is the member of steering committee of
CIVR, Computer Graphics International, and Multimedia Modeling conference series; and
as member of International Review Panels of two large-scale research projects in Europe.
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