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Introduction

Welcome to the Seventh International Natural Language Generation Conference (INLG 2012). INLG
2012 is the biennial meeting of the ACL Special Interest Group on Natural Language Generation
(SIGGEN). The INLG conference provides the premier forum for the discussion, dissemination,
and archiving of research and results in the field of Natural Language Generation. Previous INLG
conferences have been held in Ireland, the USA, Australia, the UK and Israel. Prior to 2000, INLG
meetings were held as international workshops with a history stretching back to 1983. In 2012, INLG
is being co-hosted by the University of Illinois-Chicago and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee;
and held at Starved Rock State Park in Utica, IL, USA.

The INLG 2012 program consists of presentations of substantial, original, and previously unpublished
results on all topics related to natural language generation. This year we received 27 submissions (12
full papers, 9 short papers and 6 demo proposals) from 10 different countries from around the world. As
in previous years, each submission was reviewed by at least three members of an international program
committee of leading researchers in the field. Based on these reviews 8 submissions were accepted as
full papers, 10 as short papers, and 3 demos (1 paper was withdrawn). The accepted papers are of the
highest quality and cover all of the major aspects of natural language generation.

This year, the conference program includes two keynote speakers. Kathleen McCoy, Professor of
Computer and Information Sciences at the University of Delaware, will speak on Natural Language
Generation and Assistive Technologies. James Lester, Professor of Computer Science at North
Carolina State University, will speak on Expressive NLG for Next-Generation Learning Environments:
Language, Affect, and Narrative. This year we are also delighted to host the 2012 Generation
Challenges organized by Anja Belz, Albert Gatt, Alexander Koller, and Kristina Striegnitz. This is
a part of INLG that has been growing in importance over the last several conferences and is a great
addition to the event.

The organizing committee would like to offer their thanks to our invited speakers for agreeing to join
us, to the program committee for their dedicated work, and, most of all, to the authors of all submitted
papers. A conference like INLG would not happen without much help from many quarters: the
organizers of the last two INLG conferences for sharing their wisdom, specifically, Mike White (OSU)
for INLG 2008 and Ielka van der Sluis (Groningen) for INLG 2010; the SIGGEN board for allowing
us to host the conference and for their assistance; Lin Chen (UIC), the INLG 2012 webmaster; Priscilla
Rasmussen at ACL for her enormous help, always extremely prompt and offered with cheerfulness;
Rich Gerber and Paolo Gai from SoftConf for setting up and supporting the START submission site for
INLG 2012; Lorie Miller from AgoraNet for her assistance with registration; Margie VandeWyngaerde
from Starved Rock Lodge and Conference Center for her help at every step of the way. We have also
received sponsorship from CogenTex, for which we are extremely grateful. Finally, we would like to
welcome you to Starved Rock and hope that you have an enjoyable and inspiring visit.

Barbara Di Eugenio and Susan McRoy
INLG 2012 Program Co-Chairs

iii





Organizers:
Barbara Di Eugenio, University of Illinois at Chicago
Susan McRoy, University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee

Program Committee:
John Bateman, University of Bremen, Germany
Anja Belz, University of Brighton, UK
Stephan Busemann, DFKI GmbH, Germany
Giuseppe Carenini, The University of British Columbia, Canada
Nathalie Colineau, CSIRO, Australia
Robert Dale, Macquarie University, Australia
Reva Freedman, Northern Illinois University, US
Claire Gardent, CNRS/LORIA, France
Albert Gatt, University of Malta, Malta
Nancy Green, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, US
Helmut Horacek, Saarland University, Germany
Alistair Knott, University of Otago, New Zealand
Oliver Lemon, Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh, UK
Chris Mellish, The University of Aberdeen, UK
Margaret Mitchell, The University of Aberdeen, UK
Elena Not, Fondazione Bruno Kessler, Italy
Jon Oberlander, The University of Edinburgh, UK
Cecile Paris, CSIRO ICT Centre, Australia
Paul Piwek, the Open University, UK
Rashmi Prasad, University of Wisconsin—Milwaukee, US
Ehud Reiter, University of Aberdeen, UK
Graeme Ritchie, University of Aberdeen, UK
Donia Scott, University of Sussex Falmer, UK
James Shaw, Thomson Legal and Regulatory, US
Manfred Stede, Universitaet Potsdam, Germany
Amanda Stent, AT& T Labs, US
Matthew Stone, Rutgers, US
Kristina Striegnitz, Union College, US
Michael Strube, EML Research, Germany
Mariet Theune, University of Twente, The Netherlands
Takenobu Tokunaga, Tokyo Instiute of Technology, Japan
Ielka van der sluis, University of Groningen, Netherlands
Keith vanderLinden, Calvin College, US
Sebastian Varges, University of Potsdam, Germany
Leo Wanner, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain
Michael White, The Ohio State University, US
Tie-jun Zhao, Harbin Institute of Technology, China

Invited Speakers:
Kathleen McCoy, University of Delaware
James Lester, North Carolina State University

v





Table of Contents

Natural Language Generation and Assistive Technologies
Kathleen McCoy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Expressive NLG for Next-Generation Learning Environments: Language, Affect, and Narrative
James Lester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Learning Preferences for Referring Expression Generation: Effects of Domain, Language and Algo-
rithm
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