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Preface

Welcome to the first edition of PEOPLES (Workshop on Computational Modeling of People’s Opinions,
Personality and Emotions in Social Media), co-located with the 26th International Conference on
Computational Linguistics (COLING 2016) in Osaka, Japan.

The idea of organizing PEOPLES stemmed from two related observations, namely the availability of
large amounts of spontaneous data covering a range of personal aspects and the fact that such aspects
are usually studied in isolation. Social media users nowadays freely express what is on their mind at any
moment in time, at any location, and about virtually anything. These large amounts of spontaneously
produced texts open up a unique opportunity to learn more about such users, e.g., predicting demographic
variables (age, gender), but also personality types, as well as emotions and opinion expressions. This
observation isn’t new, of course, and this opportunity has largely been exploited in the recent years,
with abundant works on sentiment analysis, emotion detection, and personality. However, such traits of
human personality and behavior have indeed attracted a substantial amount of attention but have been
mostly studied in isolation, often in different - but related - communities, such as NLP, CL, AI. Therefore,
we thought that the time was ripe to bring these communities a step closer to study people’s traits and
expressions jointly and in their interplay on such large volumes of available data.

The communities’ response with 33 received submissions coming from 22 countries and going well
beyond typical NLP topics proved that there was a gap to be filled, and we are happy to be able to
provide a context to start exchanging ideas.

In total, 20 papers were selected for inclusion in the proceedings. They cover a wide range of topics
related to the three main PEOPLES themes (personality, emotion and opinion), their interaction and the
impact of their modeling on social aspects like well-being, political preferences, humor and language use.
We were pleased to see papers discussing different approaches to modeling, including active learning,
distant supervision, multi-task learning, experimental studies with participants, and dealing with different
data, including speech input and resources from multiple languages.

We hope that this might be the first in a series of workshops that brings together researchers in
Computational Linguistics and Natural Language Processing who share an interest in personality,
opinion and emotion detection, and especially in researching the intertwining of such traits and
expressions.

We would like to thank our program committee consisting of 28 researchers from a variety of
backgrounds for their insightful and constructive reviews. Without their support, this workshop would
not have been possible. In addition, we thank all authors for submitting papers and making PEOPLES a
big success. Also thanks to our invited speaker, Saif M. Mohammad (NRC, Canada), for having accepted
to come to the workshop and share his expertise and ideas on PEOPLES’ topics. We thank COLING for
hosting us, and in particular the local organizers for their exceptional support, especially when having to
deal, logistically, with an unexpectedly high number of submissions and participants to our workshop.
Lastly, we are extremely grateful to our sponsors, CELI Language Technologies, and the Computational
Linguistics group of the University of Groningen for their financial support, without which this workshop
would not have gone through.

We look forward to welcoming you all at PEOPLES 2016 in Osaka, Japan!

Malvina, Viviana, Barbara

PEOPLES
https://peoples2016.github.io/
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Keynote

Affect Associations in Creative Language
Saif M. Mohammad

NRC, Canada

Abstract: Beyond literal meaning, words have associations with sentiment, emotion, colour, and
even music. Such affect associations are particularly salient in overtly creative instances of lan-
guage, such as stories and poems. They are also found in implicitly creative day-to-day formu-
lations such as metaphors, hashtags, and opposing polarity phrases (phrases made of one positive
word and one negative word). I will first present methods that capture affect associations of words,
phrases, and metaphoric expressions. Then I will show how these associations can be used for
sentiment analysis of tweets, understanding semantic composition, determining the mechanisms
underpinning metaphor, detecting personality traits, analyzing stories, and even generating music
from novels.

Bio: Dr. Saif M. Mohammad is Senior Research Officer at the National Research Council Canada
(NRC). He received his Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of Toronto. His primary
research interest is in Computational Linguistics, especially Lexical Semantics, Sentiment Analy-
sis, Crowd Annotations, Computational Studies of Literature, and Information Visualization. His
team developed a system that ranked first in recent SemEval shared tasks on the sentiment analy-
sis of tweets and on aspect-based sentiment analysis. His word-emotion association resource, the
NRC Emotion Lexicon, is widely used for text analysis and information visualization. His work on
detecting emotions in social media and on generating music from text have garnered widespread
media attention, including articles in Time, Slashdot, LiveScience, io9, The Physics arXiv Blog,
PC World, and Popular Science. (Website: http://saifmohammad.com)
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