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Introduction

There has been a lot of research activity in anaphora / coreference resolution in recent years, but once
the DAARC series ended, there have been no events in Computational Linguistics entirely dedicated to
this type of research. The Coreference Beyond Ontonotes (CORBON) workshops held in 2016 (with
NAACL) and 2017 (with EACL) partially addressed this need, but their focus was primarily on under-
investigated coreference phenomena. This 2018 workshop on Computational Models of Reference,
Anaphora and Coreference aims to be the first of a series of workshops with a broader focus, aiming to
attract the entire anaphora / coreference / reference community. Our intention is for these workshops
to provide a forum where work on all aspects of computational work on anaphora resolution and
annotation can be presented, including both research on coreference and research on types of anaphora
such as bridging references resolution and discourse deixis. We also hope to attract research on closely
related topics such as psycholinguistic models of anaphoric interpretation and computational models of
reference–e.g., research on deictical reference to objects displayed in a multimodal interface.

This year’s workshop attracted 16 submissions. 11 were accepted, for an acceptance rate of 68%. The
accepted papers cover work on anaphora annotation or resolution in 6 different languages. As traditional
in this series of workshops, a number of papers focus on less-studied aspects of anaphora resolution such
as bridging reference resolution or discourse deixis resolution, but many papers study coreference as
well. The genres are also varied, ranging from news to social media and dialogue.

The workshop was again associated with a Shared Task. This year’s Shared Task, co-chaired by Yulia
Grishina and Massimo Poesio, was on anaphora resolution in the ARRAU corpus, an anaphorically
annotated corpus of English that contains documents covering both written text and spoken dialogue,
and annotated for identity anaphora, bridging reference and discourse deixis. Two of the papers in the
workshop, by Poesio et al and by Roesiger, describe work related to the Shared Task.

To conclude, we wish to thank the Program Committee, who did an excellent job at choosing papers
in a very short time, and the organizers of the Shared Task. And we’re looking forward to meeting the
authors and the other participants to the workshop in New Orleans.

Massimo Poesio, Vincent Ng, and Maciej Ogrodniczuk
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