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Preface

This volume includes the 25 papers presented in the Sixth Workshop on NLP for Similar Languages,
Varieties and Dialects (VarDial), which was co-located with the Annual Conference of the North
American Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics (NAACL) and was held on June
7, 2019 in Minneapolis, USA.

This is the first time that VarDial is co-located with NAACL and the second time that the workshop is
organized in North America. The previous five editions of the workshop were co-located with COLING
(in 2014 in Dublin, Ireland; in 2016 in Osaka, Japan; and in 2018 in Santa Fe, USA), with RANLP (in
2015 in Hissar, Bulgaria), and with EACL (in 2017 in Valencia, Spain).

VarDial continues to be the main venue dedicated to the research on similar languages, varieties, and
dialects within the CL/NLP community. We are happy to see that VarDial keeps growing, building
on the success of the previous editions. This year we received 17 regular workshop submissions, and
we accepted 10 papers, which were presented at the workshop. The accepted papers deal with various
topics related to language variation such as cross-lingual annotation projection in part-of-speech tagging,
machine translation between similar languages and dialects, and the processing of code-switched (or
mixed) data, to name a few.

Together with the sixth edition of the workshop, we organized the third edition of the VarDial
Evaluation Campaign, which featured five shared tasks. One shared task was a re-run from previous
editions, the third German Dialect Identification (GDI), and we had four new tasks: Cross-lingual
Morphological Analysis (CMA), Discriminating between Mainland and Taiwan variation of Mandarin
Chinese (DMT), Moldavian vs. Romanian Cross-dialect Topic identification (MRC), and Cuneiform
Language Identification (CLI). A total of 22 teams submitted official runs to one or more of the five
shared tasks, and 14 system description papers appear in this volume along with a shared task report by
the evaluation campaign and the task organizers.

Shared tasks have been organized since the workshop’s first edition. Most of these tasks were on language
and dialect identification, while a few others dealt with NLP tasks such as morphosyntactic tagging and
cross-lingual dependency parsing. The focus of the language and dialect identification competitions at
VarDial has always been on diatopic variation using synchronic contemporary data. This year, the CLI
shared task included historical languages for the first time at VarDial, and it was the most popular shared
task of the campaign, which demonstrates the interest of the community in this topic. To further respond
to this interest, we included topics related to the diachronic/diatopic variation interplay in the call for
papers as topics of interest for VarDial, e.g., philogenetic methods, and historical dialects.

We take this opportunity to thank the VarDial program committee for their thorough reviews. We further
thank the VarDial Evaluation Campaign shared task organizers and the participants. Finally, we thank the
workshop participants who presented regular research papers, for the valuable feedback and discussions.

The VarDial workshop organizers:

Marcos Zampieri, Preslav Nakov, Shervin Malmasi, Nikola Ljubešić, Jörg Tiedemann, and Ahmed Ali
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