
Preface: General Chair

This is thesecondyearthat theannualACL Conferencehashada GeneralChair to supportthework
of its ProgramCo-ChairsandLocal ArrangementChair. My job wasto fill out thisConferenceOrgan-
ising Teamwith its full complementof energetic,efficient andcreative people,andthenrespondwith
whatever tiny bits of adviceseemedto be neededto let themget on with their jobs. The Organising
Teamhasdoneamagnificentjob.

TheProgramCo-Chairs– NorbertReithinger(DFKI) andGiorgio Satta(Universityof Padua)– have
stayedunflappableandoncourse,despitesuccessiveavalanchesof papersandreviewsandascheduling
problemthatwouldmake lesserpeopleweep.

The WorkshopChair – RebeccaBruce(University of North Carolina,Asheville) – hasoverseenthe
taskof moving from adeskfulof disparateanddemandingworkshopproposalsto acoherentworkshop
programwith theutmosttactandresourcefulness,andwith hersenseof humorintact.

TheTutorialCo-Chairs–PaoloMerlo (Universityof Geneva)andGertjanvanNoord(Alf a-informatica,
Universityof Groningen)– endedupall toosuccessfulin encouragingtutorialproposals,sohadto work
theirway judiciouslythroughanembarassmentof riches,in comingup with thefiveexcellenttutorials
in thisyear’s program.

ThePublicationsChair– RobertoZamparelli(Universityof Bergamo)– mayregretever having indi-
catedan interestin electronicpublishing. A joint meetingof theAmericanandEuropeanchaptersof
theACL, with its attendantworkshops,is nothinglessthanapublicationalbaptismby fire. Weall owe
him adebtof thanks.

TheStudentResearchWorkshopCo-Chairs– Eleni Miltsakaki (Universityof Pennsylvania),Christof
Monz (Universityof Amsterdam)andAntónio Ribeiro (Universityof Lisbon)– oversaw on a smaller
scale,all thedemandingtasksof theConferenceProgramCo-Chairsonthelarge– pickinganexcellent
setof reviewers,assigningpapers,coordinatingandmediatingreviews,andcomingupwith aschedule
for threeparallelsessionsof studentresearchpapers.TheAdvisor to theStudentResearchWorkshop
– Marilyn Walker (ATT ResearchLaboratories)– alsodeservesour thanksfor herconstantattentionto
details.

TheLocal ArrangementsChair– PatrickSt. Dizier (IRIT-TALN, Universit́e PaulSabatier, Toulouse)–
hasbeenlaboringfor overayearontheoverwhelmingnumberof arrangementsneededfor asuccessful
ACL conference.Patrick andhis Local ArrangementsCommittee,in particular, deserve our thanks:
FarahBenamara,MohandBoughanem,Didier Bourigault,Myriam Bras,Anne Condamines,Cecile
Fabre,IsabelleLeonard,JosianeMothe,Phillipe Muller, FlorenceSedes,ChantalSoule-Dupuy, Laure
VieuandGilles Zurfluh. Wemustalsogive many thanksto ClaudeGrapeloupandto JacquesDespons
for theirhelpwith accounting.

Finally, our thanksgo to ELSNET for their supportin co-organisingthe invited panelon Language
Entrepreneurship, andto StevenKrauwerof UtrechtUniversityandELSNETfor agreeingto chairthe
panel.

A successfulconferenceis the resultof thecombinedefforts of its ConferenceOrganisingTeam.We
couldnothave hadonebetter.

BonnieLynnWebber
GeneralChair
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