Preface: General Chair

This is the secondyearthatthe annualACL Conferencénashada GeneralChairto supportthe work
of its ProgramCo-ChairsandLocal ArrangementChair. My job wasto fill outthis Conferencedrgan-
ising Teamwith its full complemenbf enegetic, efficient andcreatie people,andthenrespondwith
whatever tiny bits of adviceseemedo be neededo let themget on with their jobs. The Organising
Teamhasdonea magnificengob.

The ProgramCo-Chairs— NorbertReithinger(DFKI) andGiorgio Satta(University of Padua)— have
stayedunflappableandon course despitesuccessie avalanche®f papersandreviews andascheduling
problemthatwould make lessempeopleweep.

The WorkshopChair — RebeccaBruce (University of North Carolina, Asheville) — hasoverseerthe
taskof moving from a deskfulof disparateanddemandingvorkshopproposalgo a coherenivorkshop
programwith the utmosttactandresourcefulnessindwith hersenseof humorintact.

TheTutorial Co-Chairs- PaoloMerlo (Universityof Genera) andGertjanvanNoord(Alf a-informatica,
Universityof Groningen)-endedup all too successfuin encouragingutorial proposalssohadto work
theirway judiciouslythroughanembarassmermf riches,in comingup with thefive excellenttutorials
in thisyear’s program.

The PublicationsChair— RobertoZamparelli(University of Bergamo)— may regretever having indi-
catedaninterestin electronicpublishing. A joint meetingof the Americanand Europearchaptersof
the ACL, with its attendantvorkshopsijs nothinglessthana publicationalbaptismby fire. We all owe
him a debtof thanks.

The StudentResearctWorkshopCo-Chairs- Eleni Miltsakaki (University of Pennsylania), Christof
Monz (University of Amsterdam)and Antonio Ribeiro (University of Lisbon)— oversav on a smaller
scale all thedemandingasksof the Conferencd’rogramCo-Chairsonthelarge— picking anexcellent
setof reviewers,assigningoapersgcoordinatingandmediatingreviews, andcomingup with aschedule
for threeparallelsession®f studentresearctpapers.The Advisor to the StudentResearctWorkshop
— Marilyn Walker (ATT Research.aboratories)- alsodeseresour thanksfor herconstanattentionto
details.

TheLocal Arrangement&£hair— Patrick St. Dizier (IRIT-TALN, Universie Paul SabatierToulouse)-
hasbeenlaboringfor overayearonthe overwhelmingnumberof arrangementseededor a successful
ACL conference.Patrick and his Local ArrangementsCommittee,in particular desere our thanks:
FarahBenamaraMohand BoughanempPidier Bourigault, Myriam Bras, Anne CondaminesCecile
Fabre,lsabelleLeonard,JosianeMothe, Phillipe Muller, FlorenceSedesChantalSoule-DupuyLaure
VieuandGilles Zurfluh. We mustalsogive mary thanksto ClaudeGrapeloupandto Jacque®espons
for their helpwith accounting.

Finally, our thanksgo to ELSNET for their supportin co-oiganisingthe invited panelon Language
Entrepreneurship, andto StevenKrauwerof UtrechtUniversityandELSNET for agreeingo chairthe
panel.

A successfutonferencas the resultof the combinedefforts of its ConferenceOrganisingTeam. We
couldnothave hadonebetter

BonnieLynn Webber
GeneralChair
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