
Preface: Program Committee Co-Chairs

On behalfof theProgramCommittee,we arepleasedto presentyou with this volume,containingthe
papersacceptedfor presentationat the 39th Annual Meeting of the Associationfor Computational
Linguisticsand the 10th Conferenceof the EuropeanChapterof the Associationfor Computational
Linguistics. This secondjoint meetingof theAmericanandEuropeanchaptersof theAssociationfor
ComputationalLinguistics is beingheld July 6-11, 2001, in Toulouse,France. The programof the
meetingalsoincludesa wealthof high-qualitytutorials,workshops,panelsandinvited talks,all on a
wide rangeof topicsrelatedto naturallanguageprocessing.

This year, 260 papersfrom 33 countrieswere submittedfor the main programof the meeting,and
68 paperswereselectedfor presentation.With an acceptancerateof 26%, this meetingis oneof the
mostselective internationalconferencesof theyear2001. Amongtheacceptedpapers,30 comefrom
theAmericanZone(44.1%),31 comefrom theEuropean-AfricanZone(45.6%)and7 comefrom the
Asian-Pacific Zone(10.3%).Theacceptedpapershave beencontributedby authorsfrom 14 different
countries.Overall, theacceptedpapersprovide anexciting andup-to-datesampleof thebestwork in
thisfield at thepresenttime.

Selectionof the papersfor the main programwasnot an easytask. The 9 Area Chairsandthe 211
reviewersfrom 25 countriescannot bethankedenoughfor their conscientiousandcarefulefforts. All
thosewho contributedarenamedin the following pages,but we would like to especiallyexpressour
thanksto the9 AreaChairs:JenniferChu-Carroll,JoshuaGoodman,PierreIsabelle,AdamKilgarriff,
Lillian Lee, Adwait Ratnaparkhi,EhudReiter, JamesRogersandDavid Weir. Papersreceived blind
review. TheAreaChairs,alongwith theProgramCommitteeco-Chairsthenspenttwo intensive days
in Brighton,UK, makingthefinal decisions.Many thanksaredueto DoniaScottfor agreeingto host
theProgramCommitteemeetingat ITRI in Brightonandfor hersupport,andto AdamKilgarriff and
David Weir whohelpedwith theorganizationof thisevent.

This year the main programof the conferencetakes placeon threedays. Therefore,the technical
programconsistsof threeparalleltracks,eachdivided into severalsessions.Threesessionshave been
reservedfor thestudentpapers.

For thefirst time thisyear, oneor morepapersspeciallyselectedby theProgramCommitteeoutof the
mainprogramwill beassignedabest-paperaward.Ourespecialthanksgo to theArtificial Intelligence
Journalandits publisher, Elsevier, for promotingandsponsoringtheaward.

In additionto the technicalprogram,we arehonoredto have asinvited speakerssuchinternationally
recognizedresearchersasRichardDurbin (The SangerCentre,UK) andJean-LucGauvain (LIMSI-
CNRS,France).Wewould like to extendourspecialthanksto themfor having kindly agreedto present
their uniqueperspectivesat the meeting. We thankDonia Scott for organizingthe panel“Directions
for strategic fundingfor CL” andthankthepanelchairHansUszkoreit andthepanelistsAkira Kubota,
JosephMariani, JohnPrange,BerndReuseandGiovanniVarile for their participation.We alsothank
BonnieWebberfor organizingthepanel“LanguageEntrepreneurship”,andalsothankthepanelchair
StevenKrauwerandthepanelistsTanya Korelsky, RobertMoore,BernardNormierandYvesShabes
for theirparticipation.

Pulling togethera meetingof sucha largescaleis a majoreffort, andthanksaredueto severalpeople
for makingit happen.Specialthanksaredueto theGeneralChair, BonnieWebber, andto theLocalAr-
rangementsChair, PatrickSaint-Dizier, for theirsupport,suggestionsandfor attendingto ournumerous
requests.Many thanksarealsodueto theLocal ArrangementsCommittee.

Wewould like to thankthePublicationChairRobertoZamparelli,alongwith NicolaBenaglia,for their
help in the preparationof the proceedings.In addition, they both coordinatedthe productionof the



companionvolumeandtheCD-ROM versionof theproceedings.We arealsovery gratefulto David
Yarowsky andRaduFlorian for their helpwith thepreparationof theproceedings,their setup of the
PDFsubmissioninterface,aswell asfor providing uswith theprogramthatsignificantlyaidedin the
reviewersassignmentprocess.

The suggestionsandguidancefrom the ACL Executive Committeememberson variousitemswere
really indispensable.Also, we constantlyrelied upontheexperienceandadviceof KathleenMcCoy,
ACL Secretary-Treasurer, PriscillaRasmussen,ACL BusinessManager, andboththepresentandpast
presidentsof ACL, EduardHovy andWolfgangWahlster. We could not have managedwithout the
help of thesepeople. Many thanksarealsodueto K. Vijay-Shanker, whoseexperienceasProgram
Committeeco-Chairof ACL-2000wasveryvaluableto us,to YaserAl-Onaizanandto JohnChenwho
providedthescriptsthatwereusedto processtheelectronicnotificationandtheincomingreview forms.

A very specialthankis deserved to ChristinaSchorr, NorbertReithinger’s assistantat DFKI, for her
invaluablesupportin handlingall detailsof organizingsucha conference– from handlingthesubmis-
sionsandconstructingthesubmissiondata-baseto checkingtheproperformatof thefinal papers.Many
thanksalsoto AndreaPlaczkovà for herhelpin thisprocess.Wealsowish to expressour thanksto the
following otherpeoplewho helpedwith thecomputingfacilitiesthatwereusedat DFKI GmbH:Silke
Kessler, MarkusBolz andRobertWirth.

Benvenuti,Bienvenidos,Bienvenue,Willk ommen,andWelcometo ACL-2001.

NorbertReithingerandGiorgio Satta
ProgramCommitteeCo-Chairs
May 2001


