Preface: Program Committee Co-Chairs

On behalfof the ProgramCommittee we arepleasedo presentyou with this volume, containingthe
papersacceptedor presentatiorat the 39th Annual Meeting of the Associationfor Computational
Linguistics and the 10th Conferenceof the EuropeanChapterof the Associationfor Computational
Linguistics. This secondoint meetingof the Americanand Europearchaptersof the Associationfor
Computationalinguisticsis being held July 6-11, 2001, in Toulouse,France. The programof the
meetingalsoincludesa wealthof high-qualitytutorials,workshops panelsandinvited talks, all ona
wide rangeof topicsrelatedto naturallanguageprocessing.

This year 260 papersfrom 33 countrieswere submittedfor the main programof the meeting,and
68 paperswere selectedor presentationWith an acceptanceate of 26%, this meetingis oneof the
mostselectve internationalconference®f the year2001. Amongthe acceptedapers 30 comefrom
the AmericanZone (44.1%),31 comefrom the European-AfricarZone (45.6%)and 7 comefrom the
Asian-Racific Zone(10.3%). The acceptecapershave beencontrituted by authorsfrom 14 different
countries.Overall, the accepteapersprovide an exciting andup-to-datesampleof the bestwork in
thisfield atthe presentime.

Selectionof the papersfor the main programwas not an easytask. The 9 Area Chairsandthe 211
reviewersfrom 25 countriescannot be thanled enoughfor their conscientiousindcarefulefforts. All
thosewho contrituted are namedin the following pages put we would like to especiallyexpressour
thanksto the 9 Area Chairs: JenniferChu-Carroll,Joshuagsoodmanpierrelsabelle Adam Kilgarriff,
Lillian Lee, Adwait RatnaparkhiEhud Reiter JamesRogersand David Weir. Papersreceved blind
review. The AreaChairs,alongwith the ProgramCommitteeco-Chairsthenspenttwo intensve days
in Brighton, UK, makingthefinal decisions.Many thanksaredueto Donia Scottfor agreeingo host
the ProgramCommitteemeetingat ITRI in Brightonandfor hersupport,andto Adam Kilgarriff and
David Weir who helpedwith the organizationof this event.

This year the main programof the conferencetakes place on threedays. Therefore,the technical
programconsistof threeparalleltracks,eachdivided into several sessionsThreesession$iave been
reseredfor the studentpapers.

For thefirst time this year oneor morepapersspeciallyselectedy the ProgramCommitteeout of the
mainprogramwill beassigned best-papeaward. Our especiathanksgo to the Artificial Intelligence
Journal andits publishey Elsevier, for promotingandsponsoringhe award.

In additionto the technicalprogram,we are honoredto have asinvited speakrs suchinternationally
recognizedresearcheras Richard Durbin (The SangerCentre,UK) and Jean-LucGauwin (LIMSI-
CNRS,France) We wouldlik e to extendour specialthanksto themfor having kindly agreedo present
their unigueperspecties at the meeting. We thank Donia Scottfor organizingthe panel“Directions
for stratgic fundingfor CL” andthankthe panelchairHansUszkoreit andthe panelistsAkira Kubota,
JosephMariani, JohnPrange Bernd Reuseand Giovanni Varile for their participation. We alsothank
BonnieWebberfor organizingthe panel“LanguageEntrepreneurship’andalsothankthe panelchair
Steven Krauwerandthe panelistsTarya Korelsky, RobertMoore, BernardNormierandYves Shabes
for their participation.

Pulling togethera meetingof sucha large scaleis a major effort, andthanksaredueto several people
for makingit happenSpeciathanksaredueto the GeneralChair, BonnieWebbeyandto theLocal Ar-
rangement€hair, Patrick Saint-Dizier for their supportsuggestionandfor attendingo our numerous
requestsMany thanksarealsodueto the Local Arrangement€ommittee.

We wouldlike to thankthe PublicationChairRobertoZamparelli,alongwith NicolaBenagliafor their
helpin the preparationof the proceedings.In addition, they both coordinatedhe productionof the



companionvolumeandthe CD-ROM versionof the proceedings We arealsovery gratefulto David
Yarawvsky and RaduFlorianfor their help with the preparatiorof the proceedingstheir setup of the
PDF submissioninterface,aswell asfor providing uswith the programthatsignificantlyaidedin the
reviewersassignmenprocess.

The suggestiongand guidancefrom the ACL Executve Committeememberson variousitemswere
really indispensableAlso, we constantlyrelied uponthe experienceand adviceof KathleenMcCoy,

ACL Secretary-feasurerPriscillaRasmusserACL BusinessManagerandboththe presenandpast
presidentof ACL, EduardHovy and Wolfgang Wahlster We could not have managedvithout the
help of thesepeople. Many thanksare alsodueto K. Vijay-Shanler, whoseexperienceas Program
Committeeco-Chairof ACL-2000wasvery valuableto us,to YaserAl-Onaizanandto JohnChenwho

providedthescriptsthatwereusedto processheelectronicnotificationandtheincomingreview forms.

A very specialthankis desered to ChristinaSchorr NorbertReithingers assistantat DFKI, for her
invaluablesupportin handlingall detailsof organizingsucha conference- from handlingthe submis-
sionsandconstructinghesubmissiordata-baséo checkingtheproperformatof thefinal papers Many
thanksalsoto AndreaPlaczlova for herhelpin this processWe alsowish to expressour thanksto the
following otherpeoplewho helpedwith the computingfacilities thatwereusedat DFKI GmbH: Silke
KesslerMarkusBolz andRobertWirth.

Bervenuti, Biervenidos, Bienvenue Willk ommen,andWelcometo ACL-2001.

NorbertReithingerandGiorgio Satta
ProgramCommitteeCo-Chairs
May 2001



