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Will the small languages survive?Will the small languages survive?

• Tough language compe??on

• Some language dies in every two weeks

• Futurologist Alvin Toffler:
«Future of the smaller languages depends on
machine transla5on» (1996)



Latvian languageLatvian language

• Only 1.6 M na?ve speakers

• Rich in inflec?ons
about 23 M wordforms in contemporary Latvian

• During the last centuries has faced tough
compe??on from German, Russian, English

• Official Language of European Union

• BLARK (Basic Language Resource Kit) not yet
completed



Language Technology Landscape inLanguage Technology Landscape in
LatviaLatvia

• Localy developed language technology tools
widely used
Tilde so@ware on >500 000 desktop in Bal5cs

• Latvian Na9onal Corpus Ini?a?ve

• Industry and academia cluster on language
technologies currently being established

• Language Shore ini?a?ve



Language ShoreLanguage Shore



Leveraging Innova9onLeveraging Innova9on::
EU FP7 and ICT PSP projectsEU FP7 and ICT PSP projects



SMALL languages deserve to have
BIG  technologies!
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